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	Outcome of Investigation
	Minimum evidence required

	Written presentation
	· 2,000 – 2,500 words not including sources
· Will normally include relevant graphs, images, statistical tables, diagrams, drawings etc. 



	Oral presentation with support materials in either electronic or non-electronic form
	· Will last at least 10 minutes, which can also be used to satisfy the requirement of the Level Three Key Skill in Communication (3.1b), to ‘make a formal presentation of at least 8 minutes, using an image or other support material. ‘
· Accompanied by copies of materials used in the presentation e.g. slides,

            OHTs, maps, diagrams and a set of speaking notes.




	Doing the Individual Investigation



	Plan how to approach, carry out and complete the investigation.
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	It is a good idea to base the investigation on a key question or hypothesis. 

	Identify sources, decide on the relevance of and use a range of appropriate information.


	


	It is a good idea to research from a variety of sources internet, books, journals, newspapers etc. 

Designing and carrying out an opinion survey related to the topic can be a useful research strategy. 



	Present the findings of the Investigation in an appropriate format.


	[image: image4.jpg]




	Consider which format would be most appropriate for your material e.g. graphs, photographs, quotations. 


	Evaluate and draw conclusions based on the findings of the Investigation.
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	Be prepared to make an overall judgement. 

Answer your key question.

Comment on the effectiveness of your work e.g. your original plan.



	
	COMPARATIVE APPROACH
	       NON-COMPARATIVE 

	Focus/

Key Question. 

	What are the main features of regeneration schemes? What comparisons can be made between regeneration schemes in Cardiff, Wales and Sydney, Australia?
	What are the main features of regeneration schemes? How can these be illustrated with reference to examples from a local/Welsh and other perspectives? 

	INTRO
	What are the main aims of regeneration schemes generally? What are the main features of such schemes?


	What are the main aims of regeneration schemes generally? What are the main features of such schemes?

	MAIN BODY
 
	It is a good idea to base your comparison of Cardiff and Sydney on a number of themes examining each one in turn and pointing out any similarities and differences between them. Remember to focus on the issue. 

You could choose the following themes.

 
	Dealing with examples in turn, it is a good idea to base your work on the factors which surround this issue i.e. regeneration schemes.

Remember to focus on the issue. 

You could choose the following themes.



	
	Economic aspects: development for business and tourism 

	
	Social aspects: development for community and housing

	
	Environmental aspects: development for sustainability 



	
	Cultural aspects: development for education and entertainment

	
	You may also wish to look at attitudes to the changes e.g. by carrying out a survey of your own (based on an opinion poll or focus group etc) of a local/Welsh scheme. 

	                         CONCLUSION


	How successful have the schemes been? Which scheme has been most successful and why? What impact have the regeneration schemes had on both cities? Have the schemes had an impact or significance beyond the cities themselves e.g. on a national level or on other schemes? 


	What impact have the regeneration schemes had? Have the schemes had an impact or significance beyond the cities themselves e.g. on a national level or on other schemes? 



	
	How successful have you been with your individual investigation? How effective was your original plan? 
	How successful have you been with your individual investigation. How effective was your original plan?




What about key skills and the individual investigation? 

It is possible to develop useful and relevant key skills and to gather evidence for key skills folios while doing the individual investigation. Here are some examples. 
	Improving Own Learning and Performance (Level 3)
	Communication (Level 3)

	ICT (Level 2)


	Developing techniques relevant to the individual investigation can meet the overall requirement, to show you can use at least two different ways of learning to improve your performance e.g. improving research skills, presentational skills, data handling skills. 

	The final individual investigation can meet the requirement to produce extended writing i.e.  a document of at least 1,000 words including an image. (C3.3)
Oral presentation of the individual investigation can meet requirements for an oral presentation of at least 8 minutes.(C3.1b)

	Carrying out internet research can meet the requirement for evidence of complex searches. (ICT 2.1.1)

Presentation of the individual investigation via PowerPoint can meet the requirement for presenting combined information such as text, graphs and images. (ICT 2.3) It is a good idea to include a pencil plan, interim and final drafts of the slides. 


	Other things to consider 

· It is a good idea for the candidate to discuss the investigation with their personal tutor or learning coach. Perhaps there is someone else who may be able to give good advice e.g. a subject specialist from the centre.   

· It is important for the candidate to choose an issue in which they have a personal interest and feel confident that they will be able to research effectively. 
· It is a good idea to do some preliminary research and to get an idea of how much information is available and how accessible it is. It is important to identify the aspects of the issue which are relevant to the Individual Investigation and which will need to be covered e.g. homelessness
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Causes of homelessness       Support for the homeless         Extent of homelessness/trends












The Individual Investigation provides an opportunity for students to investigate a topic or an issue they are studying or have studied in any of their WBQ Core or Options programmes.  The issue should be central to the investigation and illustrated from Welsh and other perspectives. Although the issue studied should be considered from a Welsh perspective and that of another country or region, it is not necessary to compare and contrast them. It can however be useful to highlight some points of comparison between Wales and the other country or region in the conclusion.  











At Advanced Level the Individual Investigation should take about 20 hours to complete.
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