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Yr Adran Plant, Addysg, Dysgu Gydol Oes a Sgiliau

Department for Children, Education, 

Lifelong Learning and Skills
	Head of centre/ Pennaeth canolfan

	

	Eich cyf . Your ref  

Ein cyf . Our ref: A-EAC-11-02-036
4 September 2009


Dear Colleague,
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification- Applications to participate in roll-out from academic year 2010/11

I am writing to you to update you on the progress of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification, and to inform you that we are extending the opportunity to learning providers to take part in the next stage of its development. 

Second tranche of roll-out at Foundation Level 14-19 and intermediate level in PRe-16 provision 

On 17 July 2008, the Minister for Children, Education , Lifelong Learning and Skills (CELLS) approved the roll-out of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Foundation level in 14-19 learning and the Intermediate level in Key Stage 4. This letter invites you to apply to join the second phase of roll-out at Foundation level (at 14-19) and Intermediate level in pre-16 education from September 2010.
An application form and accompanying guidance are available from the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification website at http://www.wbq.org.uk/, or can be obtained via e-mail from WBQ-CBC@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

Applications are welcome from all providers of 14-19 learning in Wales and should be submitted by 6 November at the very latest.  We will be unable to consider any forms received after this deadline.
Applications are required from:

· new centres wishing to commence delivery of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification at Foundation Level 14-19 and Intermediate level in pre-16 provision from September 2010 and; 

· existing Welsh Baccalaureate centres wishing to change / increase the number of Welsh Baccalaureate students at their centres beyond those which are already agreed or who wish to change the levels at which it is offered. 
N.B. Any centre that has already been approved to deliver the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification to its whole cohort must inform us of any anticipated increase in their cohort numbers above the currently agreed maximum. Should you need clarification, the agreed maximum numbers are available from Justin Davies (02920 375439) at the Welsh Assembly Government.
Completed forms will be considered by a panel chaired by DCELLS including representatives from other bodies. We expect to announce the successful centres in December 2009. Guidance on completion of the forms and information on funding is attached to the form in annexes A and B.
Work based learning (WBL) providers should note that the only additional funds that will be available to them should this application be successful will be the Welsh Baccalaureate Delivery Funding (see guidance) and the Preparation funding (max of £2,000 in the year prior to introduction of the Welsh Baccalaureate). They should ensure that the proposed delivery of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification (WBQ) contained in the application is within the WBL contract allocation for 2010/11 and beyond. Learners undertaking the WBQ will not be considered as additional starts and the WBQ activity undertaken will not draw down additional NPFS funding beyond that described above. WBL providers should also confirm that their delivery of learning to this cohort of WBQ learners does not impact on its ability to deliver to the priority areas specified within the 2010/11 and any other WBL contract allocation offers.
Please note that there is a separate application form and process for consortia wishing to participate in the introduction of the Principal Learning of the 14-19 Diplomas and Project qualifications within the Welsh Baccalaureate.

Completed application forms should be e mailed to:  WBQ-CBC@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
by 6 November 2009 at the very latest. We will email you to confirm receipt within 5 working days- if you do not receive this confirmation, please contact Justin Davies at Justin.davies@wales.gsi.gov.uk or on 02920 375439.
Forms received after 6 November 2009 will not be considered.

Further information about the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification can be found at:  http://www.wbq.org.uk/ 

If you would like further clarification of any aspect of this letter please e mail WBQ-CBC@wales.gsi.gov.uk, or telephone (029)20375439.

Yours faithfully

Julian Pritchard

Qualifications and Learning Division
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