Computer Vocabulary

Operating System – a program that controls the overall operation of the computer.  E.g. Windows 95/98/NT

Hard Drive – Area of computer where the programs are stored.

RAM / Memory – Working memory of computer. Temporary area. Is lost when computer is turned off

CD ROM – Data / programs can be stored on a CD ROM in the same way as the hard drive.

Software –These are the actual programs that run on a computer that you use.

Hardware – This are the physical components that make up a computer.  E.g. hard drive, RAM, motherboard

Web browser – This is a program that is used to search the Internet.  E.g. Internet Explorer

Search engine – A tool to help you find information on the Internet.  E.g. Yahoo, Edweb, Schoolzone

Taskbar – The grey box at the bottom of the main windows screen which contains the start bar.

Maximise – To make a window fill the screen.

Minimise – To reduce a program window to an icon on the taskbar.

Icon – An image used to represent a program.

URL – (Uniform Resource Locator) A web address is known as a URL.

Database – A program used to store multiple data items which can then be searched and categorised.

Spreadsheet – A program used to store mathematical information where formulae can be used.

DTP – Desk Top Publishing Program.  E.g. Microsoft Publisher.

Server – This is a powerful computer on a network where programs are stored and run from.

Network – A set of computers connected together to share information and resources.

Broadband – An ‘always on’ connection to the Internet capable of transmitting and receiving large amounts of data very quickly.
Hub – A device used to connect the network together

Router – A devise that forms a link between the Internet and our Network of computers

Stand alone – A computer is known as a Stand Alone because it Stands alone. i.e. is not connected to any network

Downloading – This occurs when information is copied from the Internet to a computer

Printer Driver – The software needed to work the printer from your computer

Patience - The thing you need when working computers !

