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Indigenous people Waorani, Taromenane and Tagaeri tribes. Tribes of Indigenous people living in the rainforest and affected by oil development.
Indigenous people are communities of people who have lived in the Yasuni National park all their lives for many generations and are not migrated from anywhere.

Many of the tribes still practice sustainable forms of agriculture, growing produce under the canopy of the trees. Many fish and hunt for food, although some now trade with the outside world and a few tribal communities have given oil companies permission to develop on their land

Over the years the indigenous tribes have had to put up with beatings and harassment by the Oil company security guards, the police and the army. When oil company workers first came into contact with the tribes in the 1960s they passed on several diseases which wiped out several of the tribes.

There have been several conflicts waged between the oil workers and the tribes. Oil workers were speared and killed for encroaching on their land. The Ecuadorian air force fired rockets at the homes of many tribal villages in the 1980s. Many Waorami warriors were found dead in the rivers

As well as the violence the indigenous tribes have to live with the pollution caused by oil companies. Rivers are polluted with oil spills killing all aquatic life and making people sick. Waste from the oil mining is dumped killing ecosystems.

The indigenous tribes feel that they are constantly being watched. When they do complain to the government about the oil companies, they are ten attacked by the army. Many feel there will be repercussions if they complain. So many don’t or take matters into their own hands. 

Recently the government have established a ‘Untouchable Zone” inside the Yasuni National Park. An area where mining, logging, oil drilling is not allowed. 
Source: http://saveamericasforests.org/Yasuni/index.html
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Greenpeace is an international environmental organisation campaigning against the development of fossil fuels and action on climate change.
The Yasuni National Park contains some of the most diverse parts of the Amazon Rainforest. It contains 650 species of birds, 105 amphibians and 25 species of endangered animals. The rainforest contains species which are not found anywhere else in the world

Oil exploration leads to deforestation and clearance not just for the exploration sites but also for roads in and out and housing for the workers. Deforestation leads to soil erosion and also greater likely hood of flooding. 

The use of oil and the burning of other fossil fuels adds more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. Carbon Dioxide is one of greenhouse gases and an abundance of which leads to the greenhouse effect, The International Committee on Climate Change has stated that burning fossil fuels like Oil is the cause of global warming and climate change. 

Climate change will affect everyone in Ecuador and countries in the rest of the world. The climate will become more unpredictable. There will be more storms, more floods and more droughts. 

If the world continues to be dependent on oil global warming and climate change is likely to accelerate.

If the proposal goes ahead and the oil is left in the ground under the Yasuni National Park this will have positive consequences not only for the rainforest, and for the indigenous people but also for the whole of Ecuador and the rest of the world.

100s of billion tons of Carbon Dioxide won’t end up in the atmosphere. The world will have taken thanks to Ecuador its first step to not being dependent on oil. Potentially this proposal could help to slow down the effects of climate change. 

If the international community of countries and organizations who are serious about climate change then compensate Ecuador to the tune of $350 million a year for 10 years for leaving the oil in the ground, this would greatly benefit Ecuadorians Friends of the Earth feel that the interest on the compensation fund money would give the Ecuadorian Government an indefinite flow of resources for sustainable development where the oil revenues would only last for 10 years at the most.  

The importance of the Yasuni cannot be underestimated. It regulates the water cycle and stops flooding. It provides oxygen and regulates the atmosphere. Hanging in the balance are habitats for endangered species and future cures and the livelihoods of indigenous people.  
Source: http://forum.greenpeace.org/int/showthread.php?t=6046
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Ecuadorian Government Opposition Party

The opposition party is worried about the proposal. They are worried about the standards of living of ordinary people in Ecuador compared to other countries in South America.
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60% of Ecuador’s export is oil. It generates $700 million a year. 250,000 people are employed by the oil industries and related industries. 

Under the Yasuni National park is 1 billion barrels of oil. This represents a quarter of all know reserves in Ecuador. If the USA found that much oil in Yosemite National Park or the UK found that much oil under the Snowdonia national park it would exploit it.  

The President’s proposal will only generate $350 million in compensation. The extra money from the oil companies could be used to build schools, roads, hospitals, water and sanitation systems for Ecuador’s growing cities.

Other countries with oil are developing very well (see above) especially with recent prices for a barrel of oil set to double. The demand for oil will continue to rise and the price we get for oil will also rise in the future, with countries like USA, UK and Spain. We will be in a powerful position with richer countries.

 Our economy depends on oil, with half our people living in poverty we need to continue to exploit this natural resource.

‘Forget about climate change what about poverty in Ecuador today, out economy is hardly growing”

Although the environment locally and internationally is important we need to focus on improving the lives of ordinary people  

Source: http://content.usatoday.com/topics/photo/Constitution+Party/001t3za8DlglR/114
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Rafael Correa, Ecuadorian President and his Government

Rafael Correa became president in 2006 and is keen to become less reliant on the selling of oil and to protect the indigenous people living in Ecuador.

In the past the government have granted licences to many international oil companies and its own oil company to exploit the oil underneath the rainforests. The president knows he still needs the oil companies as 60% of Ecuador’s export are oil and the country needs the jobs and the money the oil creates.

The government is also keen on reducing the power of multinational oil companies in favour of the national oil company. He has renegotiated deals with several multi nationals in 2007 in order to create more profits for the country.

However President Correa has put forward a plan to protect the Yasuni National Park 

‘Our plan is to keep the oil underground indefinitely in return for a contribution from the international community, payable annually over a period of 10 years, the time it would have taken for oil to have run out’  

The money given to Ecuador in compensation will be used to fund eco -tourism, small scale hydro electric power plants and social development (building schools, hospitals, water systems etc.)

‘As a government we need to aim to provide for the needs of our people without compromising the needs of future generations’. We hope to conserve the diverse ecosystem, slow climate change, protect our people and become a symbol for a world less dependent on oil” 

To date the president’s proposal has received some pledges and support from countries like Spain, Italy and Germany from international environmental organisation like Amazon watch, from Universities and international charities. However the president is under pressure from his government, the opposition and the rest of the country to achieve enough pledges to make the compensation work. If the proposal does not receive the support it needs the president will have to accept offers to exploit the Yasuni national park from the waiting oil companies.
Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/in_pictures/7284725.stm
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Live Yasuni Campaigning Group, a group of campaigning groups dedicated to saving the Yasuni Forest.
In the heart of the Amazon basin lies the most biologically diverse forest on the planet, Yasuní. Yasuní National Park is home to the Waorani and some of the last indigenous peoples still living in isolation in the Amazon, whose ancestral lands sit atop Ecuador’s largest undeveloped oil reserves, the Ishpingo-Tambococha-Tiputini (ITT) oil block.

In the past three decades, Ecuador has become dependent on oil exports for revenue, yet the “resource curse” of oil exploitation has failed to lift most Ecuadorians out of poverty, and has caused extensive watershed degradation, deforestation, toxic pollution, and severe health impacts to the Waorani and other indigenous people.

In 2007, the new government of President Correa has offered an unprecedented and historic proposal: Ecuador will not allow extraction of the ITT oil fields in Yasuní, if the world community can create a compensation trust to leave the oil permanently in the ground and fund Ecuador’s sustainable development into the future. The groups listed on this website portal, LiveYasuni.org, endorse this policy.

Ecuador’s Yasuni-ITT Proposal

Yasuni contains Ecuador’s largest oil reserves, the 900 million barrel Ishpingo-Tambococha-Tiputini (ITT) oilfields. ITT oil is a heavy crude which is difficult to extract and produces 4 barrels of water for each barrel of oil. This formation water is typically re-injected into the ground, with associated impacts to pristine ecosystems, particularly watersheds.

Among the options for revenue substitution that share parity with ITT's value are debt relief or direct compensation in exchange for carbon credits. The carbon embodied in ITT reserves represents avoided CO2 emissions equal to 436 million tons, equivalent to an avoided cost of mitigation of $4.36 billion (at $10/ ton CO2).

International development banks, as well as private creditors, could swap a portion of Ecuador’s $10 billion external debt for carbon credits for leaving ITT oil in-place. Similarly, private corporations and individuals could purchase CO2 emissions reduction credits to reduce their carbon footprint while simultaneously protecting Yasuni’s incredible biodiversity and the Waorani tribes that depend on the forest for their survival.

Indigenous Rights 
"What will happen when our children grow up? Where will they live when they are older?  Our rivers are tranquil and in the forests we find the food, medicines and other necessities that we need. What will happen when the oil companies finish destroying what we have?"  Letter from Waorani community members to the President of Ecuador in July 2005
These questions go to the heart of what is at stake in Yasuní National Park.  The Yasuní region is the ancestral territory of the Waorani indigenous people, who have lived there for at least five centuries, and possibly thousands of years. In the ITT area of Yasuní are some of the last indigenous groups still living in voluntary isolation anywhere in the Amazon.  Yasuni’s forests and rivers provide these indigenous communities with all of their life needs.  Oil development in the park thus threatens these communities’ very existence and would breach international law on the rights of indigenous peoples.

Live Yasuní: Biodiversity

Yasuní National Park is an area of extreme biodiversity, with what is thought to be the greatest variety of tree species anywhere on the planet. In just 2.5 acres, you will find nearly as many tree species as in the US and Canada combined. The number of species of birds, bats, insects, frogs, fish, and aerial plants in Yasuni also represent global records.

The park’s value is even greater because it qualifies as a “wilderness,” being large in size and mostly intact, especially in the area of the ITT oil block. Yasuní is thus able to support healthy populations of top carnivores, such as jaguars and harpy eagles—the most powerful bird of prey in the world. Smaller parks cannot support these species over the long-term. Yasuni also has more than 20 globally threatened mammal species, including the White-bellied spider monkey and the rare Golden-Mantled Tamarin. Yasuní protects five freshwater mammals, including the rare Giant Otter, which are disappearing elsewhere from hunting, oil pollution, fishing, and motorboat traffic.

Economic Transformation

For more than three decades, oil has been a mainstay of the Ecuadorian economy. The result has been widespread pollution, while failing to lift millions of Ecuadorians out of poverty. Now, the Ecuadorian government’s offer to forgo oil development in the ITT portion of Yasuní National Park would be a giant first step towards breaking Ecuador’s dependence on oil. This proposal recognizes natural resource conservation and investment in alternative energy, instead of oil extraction, as the sustainable source of Ecuador’s national wealth. In exchange for keeping the crude oil in the ground, the Ecuadorian government has asked for compensation of $350 million a year for 10 years. It has signaled its willingness to consider placing the funds in a financial trust that could be structured to include international co-administration. These funds would be allocated towards environmental and social development programs, helping Ecuador move towards a sustainable economy while preserving the rainforest, and recognizing the rights of the Waorani and other indigenous communities in Yasuní.

Climate Change

Yasuní is on the frontline in the battle to protect the Amazon rainforest and prevent further deforestation, which accounts for between 20 percent and 25 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. The combined process of global warming and large-scale deforestation is creating what scientists call “positive feedback”. As the forest is cleared, the burning or decaying vegetation and soil release massive amounts of carbon dioxide, the principal greenhouse gas, contributing to an acceleration of global climate change. Meanwhile, climate change is already threatening the rainforest, raising temperatures, disrupting rainfall patterns, causing droughts and increased forest fires.

A recent study predicts dramatic changes in the near future in both the timing and amount of moisture available in the northeastern and central sections of the Amazon. As a result, over 40% of Amazon plant species could go extinct from global warming. In contrast, the western Amazon—where Yasuní is—is predicted to maintain a more stable climate. The parks of the western Amazon thus appear to be critical to the survival of thousands of plant species and dependent fauna in the face of global warming.

Taken from http://www.liveyasuni.org/
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Oil companies: Texaco (USA), Petrobras (Brazil), Shell (UK/ Holland), PetroCanada (Canada), Occidental (USA), Repsol (Spain) produce oil for fuel, plastics and fertilisers.
The oil companies have worked in Ecuador for 40 years; some are multi national and some Ecuadorian. They have been encouraged by every government to develop the Ecuadorian oil fields. They have contributed billions of $ to the Ecuadorian economy and employed 1000s of people in their industry.

The oil under the Yasuni National Park, although low quality could produce $700 million for Ecuador each year for the next 25 years,

For people in the villages around the Yasuni National Park we have improved their lives and their standards of living greatly. Many villages have included indigenous people, who have given us permission to explore and drill for oil in exchange for a share of the development. These people and many more have benefited from new roads, schools, medical centres, running water and electricity. 

Some indigenous groups have attacked and killed us. We employ security guards to protect our workers. 

We have always been part of Ecuador’s development and will be waiting to big on the Yasuni National Park with greater and greater amounts of money as world demand for oil increases; the value of the oil under the National Park also increases. 
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Oxfam Ecuador is working with communities in Ecuador to reduce the 50% of the population who are living in poverty.

In a recent report Oxfam Ecuador stated that

“The population is being exposed to serious health hazards and illnesses related to oil spills and deliberate waste dumping whilst they often live in fear of companies whose power is expressed through threats and violence. By using armed forces the oil companies try to control and stifle the local resistance at any price”

Oxfam believes that over reliance on exporting Oil rarely helps economic growth. It’s the multi national oil companies that make the profits whilst very little money trickles down to the majority of Ecuadorians. Ecuador has been producing oil for 40 years and still half its population is still living in poverty.

“Most of the wealth of from natural resources extracted has served only to fatten the coffers of foreign multi nationals.

Oxfam has worked with many indigenous villages in and around the Yasuni National Park. 5 out of 20 families in one village near a recent oil drilling area were poisoned by diesel and oil dumping. This resulted in families becoming ill, suffering from headaches and vomiting.
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UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNESCO promotes international co-operation among its 193 Member States including USA, UK, Canada, Spain, Ecuador, Brazil etc.. in the fields of education, science, culture and communication.

In  2002 UNESCO and the Ecuadorian Government signed a decree to make the 82,000 hectare Yasuni National Park a World Biosphere Reserve. The park has 650 species of birds, 105 amphibians, 72 reptiles and 25 species of endangered animals. UNESCO is working with a number of scientists, local indigenous people to test the use of local plants in medicines and cures. The majority of medicines we use today have their origins in the tropical rainforest ecosystems and UNESCO believes future medicines could be under threat from development in rainforests. 

The proposal by the Ecuadorian government is to leave the 1 billion barrels of oil under the Yasuni National Park in the ground but to be compensated by international governments and organization for leaving the oil. 

If the proposal goes ahead UNESCO would advise the environmental organizations who would run the compensation fund of $350 million per year for 10 years on what to spend the money on.

The compensation fund is could be spent on using the Yasuni national park and other areas of tropical rainforest for sustainable development. Development which uses the resources of the rainforest but does not destroy them for future generations. This would include ecotourism, small-scale hydroelectric power, extractive reserves other environmental projects.

