The decision

“Should the Government of Ecuador give permission to the National and International oil companies to develop the Yasuni National Park”

Key facts:

· Under the Yasuni National Park there is the equivalent of 1 billion barrels of oil. This is worth $700 million per year. A proportion of this money would go to the Ecuadorian government.

· The oil under the Yasuni National Park represents a quarter of Ecuador’s oil reserves. Oil companies have been given licenses to drill in other parts of Ecuador for the last 40 years. 

· The government has allowed the oil companies to explore and test to see how much oil there is under the Yasuni National Park but has not allowed them to start drilling.

· The Yasuni National Park became an internationally recognized protected area through UNESCO in 2002. It has 25 endangered species, 100s of birds and amphibians that only live in this part of the Amazon rainforest.

· The Yasuni National Park is a protected zone for Indigenous people. 

· The president of Ecuador has put a proposal to the international community and his own government to protect the Yasuni National Park. The proposal is to leave the oil in the ground under the Rainforest in exchange for the international community to compensate Ecuador financially. 

· The compensation would be $350 million per year for 10 years. The compensation fund would be used only on sustainable development projects and would be run by large environmental organization like Friends of the Earth Ecuador.

· Taking part in the discussion are UNESCO, Oxfam Ecuador, Friends of the Earth Ecuador, Oil companies, Ecuadorian Government, Indigenous people, Ecuadorian Opposition party and Live Yasuni Campaigning group.

Instruction for taking part in the discussion

· Read the proposal, read who you are representing then write down a number of points you are going to make in this discussion. Who might disagree with you, who might ally you?

· Initially decide whether or not you are for or against the proposal and justify your reasons for you decision.

· You then need to make someone in your group a spokesperson and help them to write down an opening statement.

· Anyone after the opening statement can raise a point.

· You may have changed your mind by the end of it or have further confirmed your decision; either way towards the end of the discussion your spokesperson must make a closing statement.
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