What is Development?
Development is   … a process


  

    … highly contested

Development    = 
modernity   = 
industrialisation






urbanisation






increased use of technology

Development    =
economic
GNP / capita

Development    = 
social 
-    HDI

· Classical development theories – Ricardo, Adam Smith
· Interventionist approach – Keynes 
· Rostow - stage of economic growth  = modernity
· Hirschman –growth poles
· Myrdal – cumulative causation & government intervention / planning

Post Development – Escobar 

· ‘Anti-development’
‘Beyond Development’

· Focus on ways in which development is defined

· Development is a concept based on Eurocentric 



        assumptions

· northern dominated economic and political system

· is being poor underdeveloped?

· ‘Development’ reflects prevailing power relations. Some aspects of ‘development’ are ‘correct’.

· Post development is based on failures of modernisation

· Criticises development as a western construct

· Development has ‘created’ abnormalities (poverty, underdevelopment, backwardness, landlessness)

· Westernisation denies value and initiative of local cultures

· Strong focus on grassroots participation and new social movements as the medium of change

BUT

· Does post development romanticise the lifestyles of indigenous people?

· ‘Western’ development has brought many improvements such as health care, education

Human Development Report 2001

‘human development is much more than the rise or fall of national incomes’

..about creating an environment in which people can develop their full potential in order that they should be enabled to lead productive and creative lives, in accord with their needs and interests. 

.. about building human capabilities

‘The goal is human freedom.. People must be free to exercise their choices and to participate in decision-making that affects their lives’.

Defining poverty

‘For me, being poor is having to wear trousers that are too big for me’

(José   8 years old, Guatemala City

‘Poverty makes my children get sick and they get worse because we’re too poor to buy medicines’

(Antonia, 30 years old, Guatemala)

‘It’s poverty that makes me drink until I fall over, and drinking until I fall over makes me poor.’

(Eduardo, 35 years old, Guatemala) 
Wealth is…

Having shoes to wear..

Separate accommodation for people and livestock..
