Human Poverty Index

The NHS Plan (2000) states that "no injustice is greater than the inequalities in health which scar our nation" and proposes a number of developments to combat this situation. One of these is the production of a Health Poverty Index (HPI). Following the publication of the NHS Plan, The Department of Health (DoH) commissioned a major consultation and a series of discussions within the DoH and between the DoH and other bodies charged with tackling the issue of health inequalities. 

The HPI tool will allow groups, differentiated by geography, social or economic position and cultural identity, to be contrasted in terms of their 'health poverty’. A group's 'health poverty' is a combination of both its present state of health and its future health potential or lack of it. The key justification for the selection of a particular set of groups is the expectation of an equal distribution of health and its determinants between the groups from the perspective of social justice.

The indicators collected have been scaled in such a way that high numbers represent a situation of high health poverty. The main groups are Local Authority Districts (LAD) in England as they existed from April 1st 2001. Each indicator has been scaled in reference to scores across all the groups being compared (i.e. all LADs in England). Thus, for each domain, a score of zero indicates the best situation in terms of health poverty and a score of 1 the worst situation. The data for each indicator has also been ranked, with the ranks then converted to a scale from 0 to 1.
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