Global context

· Increasing food security as communities give priority to their own food supplies

· Reduced packaging and transport costs therefore cheaper food therefore better diet especially for the poor

· Increasing the quality of food through less irradiation

· Reduce the power of agri-business and global corporations who have much influence over food consumption

· Increase the reliability of the food supply without reliance on fuel for distribution 

· Stabilise food prices by not being subject to variations in world market price

Eating local may not be the answer………….

· Global food markets allow greater productivity therefore cheaper food for the poor

· Food imports are essential to feed the large and increasing % of urban dwellers

· Issues surrounding the uneven distribution of food are not resolved

· Problems of periodic scarcity of food would still exist

· May reduce opportunities for rural farmers LEDCs to sell what little surplus they have

· May reduce variety and choice in our supermarkets

· Food supplies may not be safer if there are more small abattoirs, food processing businesses

Key questions

1. Would savings in fuel and a reduction in food miles lead to increased availability of food for the poor?

2. The poor cannot afford to buy food. Would local food be cheap enough?

3. How would small farmers in LEDCs maintain food supplies during hazard events such a drought, hurricanes, flooding?

4. Can sufficient high quality land be made available to provide for expanding populations in LEDCs while these countries depend on the export of commercial crops to earn hard currency?

5. Would local food production and consumption remain beyond the influence of agri-businesses vin MEDCs and LEDCs?

6. Can local areas really produce sufficient food and variety? Example – apples can only be grown in some areas of the UK such as Kent, Evesham, Cheshire. Transport costs are still incurred to sell to Scotland or the North East.

7. Would a reduction in the risk of transmitting diseases such as foot and mouth increase food availability?

8. Is the quality of food better when locally produced?

9. Is  “Eat local, not global”  only appropriate for  MEDCs?

10. Have rural areas in LEDCs the infrastructure  to operate farmers markets / co-operatives which support individual farmers in selling produce?

Local food production 

· All / most food demands can be locally met. Reduce food miles.

· Reduced distance to bring food to market therefore savings in fuel costs

· Locally produced food would use less packaging therefore reduce costs 

· Balanced diets can be achieved through local food consumption

· Locally produced food would be cheaper OR people are prepared to pay more for local produce

· Local food is fresher / cleaner / less contaminated or irradiated

· Large populations in cities can be provided with local food

· Sufficient sustainable production is possible from the local environs.

· Consumers prefer to support local farmers, regional producers

· Local food encourages links to organic consumers who like to know where and how their food is produced

· People are happy to live in rural communities as long as access to all the other services is as easy as in urban communities
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Food security -  a measure of the difference between consumption targets and estimates of food availability.





Food availability = domestic use ( production + commercial imports) – non-food use





Food miles – the distance food travels before reaching the consumer





Multifunctionality – the idea that agriculture does more than just produce food. It is vital to the survival of rural communities, important to maintain recreation and wildlife conservation and maintain historic landscapes








