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WJEC Sociology: 
A Student Guide
What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You do not need to have previously studied sociology, although an interest in understanding how people behave and how they are affected by the world around them would be an advantage. 

As with all GCE ‘A’ level courses you will need to be able to communicate effectively and to be prepared to research information from a variety of sources. You do not need a GCSE in Sociology but you will find GCSE Grade C English to be useful.

What will I learn on this Advanced GCE course?

During the course you will:

· Develop awareness and understanding of the patterns of behaviour in our society

· Consider contemporary debates and problems

· Learn to understand methods used to collect data

· Explore current social issues, as well as earlier studies and theories

· Explore different areas of society.

What kind of student is this course suitable for?

This course will appeal to students who:

· Enjoy looking at the world around them in order to understand why people act as they do

· Want to understand the social factors that influence people’s lives

· Are interested in a course that will support them in a professional career in research, law, education, caring or human management and relationships.

· Are looking for a subject that will complement other GCE and GNVQ subject areas

What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?

AS Sociology

AS is the common term used to refer to Advanced Subsidiary. The AS is worth half of the Advanced course. 

The AS is a stand-alone qualification. You may complete your course with this qualification. However, most people will wish to continue to the second part of the qualification. They should make this decision in consultation with their teachers.

There are three units

Unit 1 looks at how people learn to be members of society

Unit 2 is concerned with research methods

Unit 3 looks at culture and its impact on people

Your teacher will give you further information.

Advanced GCE

The Advanced qualification GCE consists of the AS units and study of a further three units which are designed to be more challenging. 

There are three further units

Unit 4 looks at how people are controlled by society

Unit 5 develops further understanding of research methods

Unit 6 uses ideas from the previous units and also tackles wider issues of inequality.

How can I develop key skills by doing this course?

As well as covering advanced level study of sociology this course will enable you to develop Key Skills. Key skills are needed in all further study and careers.

The Key Skills opportunities that sociology offers are:

Communication

Discussion of ideas is important in sociology. You will debate, discuss, write and explain the ideas that you meet.

Application of Number

Research is important to sociology so you will have opportunities to look at data, evaluate its significance and interpret the meanings of data. You may be required to collect data for yourself.

Information Technology

Sociology offers opportunities to explore the Internet. You may be required to word-process reports, create presentations and use spreadsheets to collate data.

Problem Solving

You will be required to look at social patterns and to evaluate the explanations that have been offered for these phenomena.

Working With Others

Group work is essential to sociology. You will need to share ideas and will benefit from developing a support network within your teaching group. 

Improving Own Learning and Performance

You will have opportunities for developing extended written skills, and for self-evaluation of your work.
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?

You could 

· Follow a degree course in sociology, social administration and social work, human resources management, social science, nursing, advertising or teaching. 

· Seek employment in the area of human resources, the care sector, market research organizations, the Police or management.
