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Guide to revision for A/S Sociology

Every year some students do better than expected in the exams and some do worse. The reason for this can usually be explained in one word – revision. What follows is a guide to revision with particular reference to A/S Sociology although the principles are the same for most social science subjects.

So how’s it going so far? You’ve done some work, written some essays, made some notes, studied some topics, read most of your handouts; and the exam which seemed such a long way away in September is looming. What now? Well, perhaps one way of looking at it is to suggest what you shouldn’t do:

DON’T

· Panic, well not much, anyway

· Think that if you ignore the exam, it will go away

· Think that if your grades are not that good, revision won’t make much difference

Doing well is not about being a sociological genius. It’s not about not sleeping for a week while you read through all the material that you never quite got round to during the autumn term, it’s about BEING ORGANISED!
1. Get your stuff together. ‘Stuff’ means essays, exercises, notes you’ve made, glossary of terms perhaps, handouts you’ve been given, including that interesting article on ‘Changing times for the family’ that your teacher gave you and you never read.

2. Organise your stuff into topics you’ve studied. For instance for Unit One you will have studied one of ‘families and culture’, ‘youth and culture’ or ‘community and culture’. Unit Two is the social research unit. You might have done the coursework. If not you’ve got to take an exam in it. Unit Three is one of Education, Health or Religion.

3. What you should have now is perhaps four piles of material and, yes, I did get my GCSE maths. I say ‘four’ because you will probably have found that some material does not fit automatically into one particular topic; it will be introductory material and that to do with themes or theories and so on.

4. Now look at the specification and then the exam papers. No, not the exam papers you are going to do, they are locked in a vault in Cardiff guarded by Welsh Police Officers; the specimen papers or past papers! If you haven’t seen them, your teacher will show them to you if you ask nicely. You can even find them on the WJEC website. STUDY THEM! As an example let’s first look at the specification for unit on ‘Acquiring culture’, option one ‘families and culture’. Note that there are four parts of the specification, they are about:

· Definitions of the family – not as easy as it sounds, can you remember what polyandry means?

· Relationships – patriarchy? And the domestic labour debate – remember that one?

· Debates concerning the family. We know that there has been lots of change, but the Feminists see it very differently from the New Right.
· Explanations – why the change? Legal reasons? What was the 1969 Divorce Law Reform Act again? And how important were changes in social attitudes? How are these two things connected?

5. So, you’ve looked carefully at the specification. Now the bad news is that the exam papers can ask anything covered in it. The good news is that nothing not on it can be asked. Now go back to your material. Read through it carefully, but don’t think that merely reading it is enough. Apart from anything else, it gets boring! Revision should be done with a pen, or rather, several pens with different colours. If you don’t have any, treat yourself to some. And while you’re in the shop, buy yourself some nice A5 lined cards. If you didn’t know, A5 is half the size of A4.

6. Now take your cards and initially assign a couple to each part of the specification. What have you learnt? Write it down, try some diagrams, and draw some pictures. If you think you can’t draw, it doesn’t matter; you’re the only person that’ll see them. The point is that the more distinctive your notes are, the more likely you are to remember them. Most of the world writes in a linear fashion (like this), but we don’t think like this. Try some mnemonics. Do you know what the colours of the rainbow are? Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain (Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet) – get the idea? Work on the cards, try to distil their essence – boil your material down. Ultimately, you should be able to put one topic on each card.

7. Now have a look at the specimen exam paper(s). Note how the questions are differently weighted. Question A is worth 5 marks, question D is worth 30 marks. What this means is that you spend much more time on question D, approximately 6 more times than on question A. But there is an easier way of seeing it than that. A maximum score is 60. You have 60 minutes to do the exam. One mark per minute!
Now check your material against the specimen exam paper. Do the questions look “do – able”? Try one, preferably question D. Remember to make a plan. Then write for thirty minutes. How did you do? Did you answer the question? If you did, then well done. If you didn’t, go back to your stuff. If it’s not there, ask your teacher nicely.

Bill Shankly, a famous Liverpool football club manager once said that Football was not a matter of life and death, it was much more important that that! (He was joking!). Exams, of course, are definitely not a matter of life or death, although a few of you may be thinking so, especially if you are reading this in the run up to the exams. All your teachers want you to do is your best. Do that and no one can ask any more of you.

Here’s a summary for those of you who like lists:

DO’S:

· Get your stuff together

· Organise your stuff

· Check you’ve got four piles!

· Study the Specimen Papers (ask anything covered!)

· Do some revision with a pen, how about acronyms? Don’t just read.

· Remember, your teachers are there to help!

DON’TS:

· Panic

· Ignore the exams

· Ignore revision

Good luck in your examination, from all at the WJEC

