	Examination level and title: 
AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 1


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	How do sociologists do their research?

How do researchers ensure they adopt best practice in their research?

Why do sociologists use samples?
	Awareness of the nature of research in sociology.

Study into effective good practice such as piloting, and concepts such as reliability, validity, representativeness and generalisability.

Introduction to target population, sampling frames and samples.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts:

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 892-7.
McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 124-9.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 176-8.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods. 

Websites: http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/
	Generalisability

Pilot study
Reliable

Representative

Sample

Sampling frame

Target population

Valid


	Look at the website of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation
www.jrf.org.uk to see what professional researchers actually do.


	Examination level and title: 
AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 2


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	What types of data are collected by researchers?

Why do researchers sometimes use more than one method?
What examples of case studies exist?
	Study of quantitative and qualitative approaches and data.
Brief introduction to the relative merits of positivism and interpretive sociology.

Study into the value of using multiple methods (triangulation).
Case studies (e.g. Eileen Barker’s triangulation study of Moonies).


	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts:

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 866-73, 880 & 925.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 125.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 178-9.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods. 
Halovine classic series: Eileen Barker on The Making of a Moonie.

	Interpretive approach

Positivism

Quantitative data Qualitative data
Triangulation
	Learn all relevant vocabulary.
Create revision cards


	Examination level and title: 
AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 3


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Why do researchers collect primary data?

What are the merits and problems of using surveys and questionnaires?

Why might researchers use Postal surveys?

What are longitudinal surveys?
What examples of case studies exist?
	Brief introduction to primary and secondary data.
Study of the advantages and disadvantages of surveys.
Comparative study of questionnaires versus interviews.
Critical awareness of variations in surveys, such as postal and longitudinal surveys.
Case studies.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 899-904.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 130-1.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 190-7.

Videos: 
Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods. 

 
	Longitudinal surveys

Postal surveys

Primary data
Questionnaires
Secondary data

Surveys
	Look up information on why we have a Census. this can be found on www.statistics.gov.uk
Learn all relevant vocabulary.

Create revision cards

Look up case studies of feral children on www.feralchild.com
What problems are there with this approach?


	Examination level and title: AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: Understanding Social Research  

Week No 4


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	What are the merits and problems of using Interviews?

Why do some researchers use structured interviews?

Why do some researchers use unstructured interviews?

What examples of case studies exist?

	Study of the relative merits of structured interviews versus questionnaires. 

Study of the relative merits of structured versus unstructured interviews. 

Awareness of how structured interviews are linked to more objective quantitative data.
Awareness of how unstructured interviews are linked to more subjective qualitative data.
Case studies
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 904-9.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 131.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 198-201.

Videos: 

Halovine Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 
Halovine Classic series: Sue Sharpe on Just Like a Girl; Paul Willis on Learning to Labour

	Interviews
Qualitative data

Quantitative data

Objectivity

Subjectivity


	Attempt an interview of a friend, relative or even someone whom you do not know well on some topic of interest.
How easy is this method to apply?

What are the issues with regard to practicality, ethics, reliability, validity and representativeness?


	Examination level and title: AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 5


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	What are the merits and problems of using observation?

Why do researchers choose participant or non-participant observation?
What ethical issues are raised by covert observation?
What examples of case studies exist?


	Study of the advantages and disadvantages of observation.

Study of the relative merits of participant versus non-participant observation. 

Critical awareness of the ethical problems of covert observation.
Case studies.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 909-14.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 132-3.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 202-5.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 

Websites: ?
	Covert research
Deceit

Observation

Overt research
Qualitative data
	What ethical issues are there with observation? Find out more by entering laud Humphries and the Tearoom Trade into a search engine to find out about a controversial study and the debates it raised.
Find a summary of the BSA code of ethics.


	Examination level and title: AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 6


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	What ethical issues are raised through undertaking research?  

Can sociologists do experiments?

What guidelines to procedures are offered by the British Sociological Association?

	Awareness of the sensitivity of research including deceit, sensitivity, bias, confidentiality, invasion of privacy and informed consent. 

Case studies of actual researches that raise ethical issues in the field.

	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 129.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 181-4.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Methods and Methodology


	Access

Bias

Confidentiality

Covert research

Deceit

Experiments

Informed consent. 


	Find a sample study in a past edition of Sociology Review and suggest what ethical issues it raises.
Find out more about the Milgram experiments into the authoritarian personality.

Look at summaries of observational research in texts to find out more about the ethical issues of observations.
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Week No 7


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Why do researchers use secondary data?

What different types of secondary sources exist for researchers?

What examples of case studies exist?


	Study of the differing types of secondary data.

Study of the advantages and disadvantages of using secondary sources. 

Awareness of the relative strengths of primary versus secondary data. 
Case studies.


	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1

C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 917-24.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 134-5.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 206-12.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 


	Historical documents 

Life/personal documents. 

Oral histories. 

Media reports 


	Watch a reality or a ‘fly on the wall’ TV programme and examine it in terms of:

Ethics, reliability, validity, representativeness etc.

Look at some weblogs and examine how useful they would be for sociologists to study.


	Examination level and title: 
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	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 8


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	What are official statistics? 
What use can be made by sociologists of official statistics?

What examples of case studies exist?


	Study of the nature and type of official statistics.

Case studies.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

Haralambos & Holborn, (2004) page 497.

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 135.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 207-8.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 

Websites: 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/index.htm
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/

	Official statistics
	Look at textbooks to see what problems can exist with official statistics.
Consider:

Why are they so useful to sociologists?

Why should the findings be treated with some caution?

Find out more about Durkheim’s study of Suicide.


	Examination level and title: AS Unit Two: Social Research
	Option title: 
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 9


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Write Research Report or exam practice.


	Past exam questions.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 160-4.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 232-36.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 

See NGfl-Cymru for revision guide
	Reliability
Validity

Ethics

Practicality

Representativeness

Generalisability

Operationalisation 
	Read reports in summary texts or in past editions of Sociology Review.
Find reports on www.jrf.org.uk


	Examination level and title: 
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	Option title:
Understanding Social Research  

Week No 10


	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	Key Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Write Research Report or exam practice.


	Past exam questions.
	C3.2, IT3.1, N3.1


	Texts: 

McNeill, Blundell & Griffiths (2003) page 160-4.

Haralambos and Langley (2003) Page 232-36.

Videos: 

Understanding Sociology: Theory & Methods 


	
	Make revision cards
Write report


For further information: See the Teacher Guidance which you can download from the WJEC website: www.wjec.uk and look at the materials on the NGfL-Cymru website developed to support this course.

Bibliography
Haralambos, M. and Holborn, M. (2004) Sociology Themes and Perspectives, (6th ed.) London: Collins.

Video

Understanding Sociology 1, Theory & Methods, Halovine Ltd.
Classic Series (key sociologists discussing their research) Halovine Ltd:

· Eileen Barker on The Making of a Moonie

· Stanley Cohen on Folk Devils and Moral Panics

· Paul Willis on Learning to Labour

· Sue Sharpe on Just Like a Girl

· Jock Young on The Drugtakers

· Michele Stanworth on Gender and Schooling

Websites
Methodology:

http://www.colchsfc.ac.uk/sociology

http://members.tripod.com/~frede_dast/conseil22a.html 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/cload.htm
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/

http://www.sociologyonline.co.uk/  

Statistics:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/index.htm

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/

Research Reports:

www,jrf.org.uk
