Hot seats game

	Time allocated
	1 hour
	Rationale

	Aim of lesson
	To reinforce student’s understanding of key theories
	

	Initial Stimulus material 
	Examples of ‘5 minute interviews’ from broadsheet newspaper to show the kinds of questions asked.
	Setting scene

	Pupil processing
	What do we learn about this person and their thoughts from the interview?
	Empathy

communication

	Feedback
	People are not always as unbiased and rational as they think; their personalities and perceptions inform their understanding of what they see.
	Plenary 

	Activity 
	As a group, create a set of questions to ask a person in five-minute interview. These to be written on board.
	Problem solving

Working with others

	Research 
	Each student to choose one laminated card from face down pile. 10 minutes to read stimulus, revise notes and generally get an clear overview of that perspective. 
	Learning to research Improving performance

	Activity
	Each person (group) to answer the questions as a sociologist from their perspective might tackle it.
	Working with others

	Development
	Students (or one from group) to read out the answers to the questions from their perspective. Other students/groups may quiz them further. Task is to guess the perspective.

If they feel an answer is misleading, they must say. 

Prizes to be given for

a) accuracy

b) humour
	AfL

AO1

	Plenary
	Each student/team to write a 50 word summary of one other theory based on what they learned from the interviews. 
	Communication skills

AO1

	Plenary 2
	Discussion – how may perspectives affect the conclusions that sociologists draw?
	AO2

	Assessment or understandings
	Responses to questions

Quality of presentation

Reflections on accuracy of responses
	AfL

	Independent study and stretch
	Do further reading and research on perspectives 
	

	Resources
	Laminates of sociological perspectives sheets, internet, previous work

Photocopies of five minute interviews and back page interviews copied from papers and magazines
	



Marxism
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Karl Marx, 1818 -1883

Karl Heinrich Marx was born into a comfortable middle-class home in Trier on the river Moselle in Germany on May 5, 1818.

He was married to Jenny von Westphalen and they had 6 children, of whom 3 survived. He also had an illegitimate child with his maid.

Marxists believe that the identity of a social class is derived from its relationship to the means of production. The two main social classes are the proletariat (workers) and the bourgeoisie (owners). 

The bourgeoisie exploit the proletariat due to the fact that the worker, through work, creates profits that are greater than the worker's salary.

Marxists condemn capitalism as a system that alienates the masses of ordinary people. They work to create things that they cannot afford and are in effect, wage slaves.

Work is degrading, monotonous, and suitable for machines rather than free, creative people. In the end people themselves become objects. Organisations in capitalist society are not interested in people but treat them as objects of profit and market.

Marx concluded that capitalism blocks our capacity to create our own humane society. 

Marx was a revolutionary who believed that the workers would overthrow the owners and develop a classless society where everyone would be equal.

Émile Durkheim (1858 – 1917) 
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French sociologist sometimes referred to as "The Father of Sociology".

He came from a long line of devout French Jews; at an early age, he decided to not follow in his family's rabbinical footsteps. 

Much of his work, in fact, was dedicated to demonstrating that religious phenomena stemmed from social rather than divine factors. 

In order to study social life in modern societies, Durkheim sought to create a scientific approach to social phenomena. He wanted to know how society can function as a single unit and system when people do not share beliefs and values.

Durkheim was one of the first people to explain the existence and quality of different parts of a society by reference to what function they served in keeping the society healthy and balanced. This is the ‘organic analogy’

Durkheim argued that education sorts students into skill groups, encouraging students to take up employment in fields best suited to their abilities.

He believed that crime was not only normal in any society, but it also served a purpose. It was normal because it exists in all societies, and functional as reinforces societal norms, provides the raw material for social change and provides a kind of "safety valve" for social discontent. People can simply disobey the law, rather than seeking to change it.

He believed that there are ‘social facts’.

Functionalism
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Talcott Parsons (1902 - 1979) was for many years the best-known sociologist in the United States, and indeed one of the best-known in the world. His work was very influential through the 1950s and well into the 1960s, particularly in America, but fell gradually out of favour from that time on. 

There has been an attempt to revive Parsonian thinking, under the rubric "neofunctionalism," or New Right thinking

Functionalism is a grand theory," an attempt to integrate all the social sciences into an overarching theoretical framework.

He used the organic analogy to say that inorder to survive or maintain equilibrium with respect to its environment, any system must adapt to its environment, attain its goals, integrate its components, and maintain its patterns. This becomes a cultural template and the processes are called functional imperatives because they are things that the system must do to survive.

Parsons viewed the Western civilisation as the pinnacle of modern societies, and out of all western cultures he declared the United States as the most dynamically developed.

The basic problem is that he believes social systems exist because they are good for society – therefore they are good for society because they exist. Logically this is not consistent.

He believed that women should stay in the home and look after children because that is what they do. They do it because it is good for society, and therefore this role is essential. Functionalism was attacked by both Marxists and Feminists for this reason. 

Parsons' influence waned rapidly in the U.S. after 1970. 

Feminism

[image: image4.jpg]


Germaine Greer Born 1939

Greer argued in her book, The Female Eunuch, that women don't realize how much men hate them, and how much they are taught to hate themselves.

Greer argued that change had to come about by revolution, not evolution. Women should get to know and come to accept their own bodies, taste their own menstrual blood, and give up celibacy and monogamy. 

The nuclear family is a bad environment for women and for the raising of children; and that the manufacture of women's sexuality by Western society is demeaning and confining. 

Girls are feminised from childhood by being taught rules that control and dominate them, Later, when women embrace the stereotypical version of adult femininity, they develop a sense of shame about their own bodies, and lose their natural and political autonomy. The result is powerlessness, isolation, a diminished sexuality, and a lack of joy:

Society is dominated by patriarchy. Men control the way that society works and oppression is endemic so women are not represented in power, dominated in the workforce and treated as slave labour.

Quotes from Greer

· Act quickly, think slowly. 

· All societies on the verge of death are masculine. A society can survive with only one man; no society will survive a shortage of women. 

· English culture is basically homosexual in the sense that the men only really care about other men.

· I think that testosterone is a rare poison.

Symbolic Interactionism
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Mead, George Herbert 

(1863-1931)

Mead is also an important figure in 20th century social philosophy. His theory of how the mind and self emerge from the social process of communication by signs founded the symbolic interactionist school of sociology and social psychology.

Symbolic Interactionism is a social constructionist approach to understanding social life. It views the social world as being like a drama or a piece of theatre.

It focuses on how reality is constructed by active and creative actors through their interactions with others.

Symbolic interactionist researchers investigate how people create meaning during social interaction, how they present and construct the self (or "identity"), and how they define situations of co-presence with others. 

One of the perspective's central ideas is that people act as they do because of how they define the present situation. We develop our self-concepts through interaction with others.

People act based on symbolic meanings they find within any given situation. We thus interact with the symbols, forming relationships around them. The goals of our interactions with one another are to create shared meaning.

We are influenced by culture and social processes, such as social norms.

Language is itself a symbolic form, which is used to anchor meanings to the symbols. Meaning is created in the interactions we have with other people in sharing our interpretations of symbols.

We act toward others based on the meaning that those other people have for us. Meanings are modified through an interpretive process whereby we first internally create meaning, then check it externally and with other people.

Our social structures are worked out through the social interactions with others.

Postmodernist
[image: image6.png]



Jean-François Lyotard (August 10, 1924 – April 21, 1998)

Postmodernism is a complicated term, or set of ideas, one that has only emerged as an area of academic study since the mid-1980s. 

Postmodernism is a concept that appears in a wide variety of disciplines or areas of study, including art, architecture, music, film, literature, sociology, communications, fashion, and technology.

Postmodernism is highly sceptical of explanations that claim to be valid for all groups, cultures, traditions, or races, and instead focuses on the relative truths of each person. 

In the post-modern understanding, interpretation is everything; reality only comes into being through our interpretations of what the world means to us individually. 

Symbolic interaction sees the world as being interpreted, but post modernists say that we actually create it through our own experience. Reality is not simply mirrored in human understanding of it, but rather, is constructed as the mind tries to understand its own particular and personal reality.

The implication for sociology is that there may not be a single sociological approach that can provide all the analysis, answers, or even questions that are relevant. 

Within this perspective, it is difficult to identify an objective truth, applicable across experiences and time – different experiences and situations may produce local knowledge.

We live in a contemporary world of greater personal choice, more fragmented identities and increasing uncertainty. Sociological generalisations become increasingly difficult to sustain. We pick and mix our beliefs and styles. We create an identity for ourselves through what we buy and what we consume.

