General advice for Unit 6 Society Today

Part a questions in all topic choices will be focused on testing the candidates’ understanding of one of the key terms that they would be expected to know as part of their study of their chosen topic. For example the specimen question on Wealth and Poverty asks about the term poverty.

Teachers should flag up those terms that are at the core of the chosen topic as they come across them. Teachers should emphasise that more than a simple definition is required for a ten mark question. In part a  knowledge and understanding of a key term is being tested.

Part b questions will be split into two (bi and bii) and will test candidates’ ability to interpret data with all marks being awarded for  AO2. For this reason students will need to show a clear interpretation of the item with illustrations drawn from the item.
Part c questions will focus on the students’ ability to select appropriate evidence of some particular feature of the topic. They will be assessed on their knowledge and also on their ability to clearly explain what the evidence selected shows and how it is relevant to the focus of the question. For example the specimen question on poverty asks for evidence of patterns of social exclusion. 
To answer this, students would be expected to outline which groups in society are prone to poverty and support this with empirical evidence. They would be expected to make the connection between poverty and social exclusion….what impact does poverty have on everyday life and access to services and resources? Answers should draw on knowledge from at least two areas previously studied.
Part d questions will test the students knowledge and understanding of theories. They will be expected not only to be able to accurately outline theories but also explain them in detail and discuss their value in helping us to understand the particular phenomena under question. The ability to demonstrate high level analysis and evaluation will be required for high level success.
