Comparing and Contrasting: A key evaluative skill
Compare and contrast essays require a particular set of skills and can present challenges. Such questions need careful planning and this can be practised in class.
Comparing and contrasting requires the candidate to recognise how things are similar overall, and then to look in more detail and the differences that appear between the things that are being studied.

Essays under examination conditions will expect candidates to compare and contrast sociological concepts, but this may not be the easiest way to start teaching this skill. Teachers may want to present visual stimuli such as images and photographs initially, and then when their students are familiar with the process, they can move onto more difficult conceptual material.

The following word frame is designed to help students understand the process of comparing and contrasting. 

Print the wordframe onto A3 paper, and then laminate the sheets. The sheets can be written on with OHP pens, wiped clean and reused.
With thanks to Geraint Bevan, Humanities Advisor, Carmarthenshire.
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