	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 1




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Definitions of power:

· Marxist 


	· Chalk and talk

· Internet research on Marxist theories of power

· Start of a Mind map showing different theories of power

· Newspaper search for evidence of Marx theory of power


	IT – internet research 

Communication

Working with others 


	Main Textbook

Sociology for A2 Level p 111

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets

Crossword
	Marxist view of power

· Structure of power in capitalist society reflects the inequalities 

· Economic and political power are closely linked

· The state is an agency of class power

· There is an illusion of democracy but reality is different
	Wider reading for Marxist definitions of power


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 2




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Definitions of power

· Weberian 

· Functionalist 

Theories of power


	· Chalk and talk

· Internet research on Weberian and Functionalist  theories of power

· Carry on with Mind map showing different theories of power

· Newspaper search for evidence of Functionalist theory of power
	IT  - internet research

PowerPoint or poster 

Communication

 
	Main Textbook

Sociology A2 Level

110 - 115

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

OHT

Worksheets


	Functionalist views of power

· Goals achieved through people in power directing others

· Government promises greater economic growth and/or improved living standards

· Majority benefit so power used for social good


	Own research into functionalist theories of power and Weberian theories of power (charismatic authority, traditional authority, rational legal authority)


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 3




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Definitions of power

· Feminist

· Poststructuralism


	· Chalk and talk

· Find how many women are MPs and compare this to pre-1997 figures

· Debate on the theories of power


	IT – internet research 

Numeracy – interpreting data (MPs)

Communication debate


	Main Textbook

Sociology in Focus for AQA A2 Level p 113 - 114

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Foucault – relationship between power, knowledge and language.  Rejection of link between social structure and power.

Feminists suggestions of women’s inequality with men.
	Research competing sociological theories of the nature of power.  Does power always involve negative consequences for some individuals (e.g. women)?


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 4




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Theories of the distribution of power

· Pluralist

· Elite
	· Chalk and talk


· Note taking – while reading and making notes students should be encouraged to make links with other sections of sociology that they have covered.
	
	Main Textbook

Sociology A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	The distribution of power

Pluralism – the theory that power is shared among different groups in society

Elite – the theory that power is held by a small, closed dominant group.

Critiques of pluralism – Newton on overstating of indirect influence

Lukes and the three dimensions of power
	Interview a small sample of teachers about the distribution of power at your school or college.  You could ask them to explain one or two decisions and how they were taken.  Does this support the pluralist or elite views?


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 5




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	· Marxist
	
	
	Main Textbook

Sociology for A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Marxism and the distribution of power – the exploitation of the working class and the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few.


	Students could visit the websites of major corporations such as Sony or Coca Cola to research the control that such companies have over people’s lives.




	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 6




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	· The State, what is it?

· Theories of the state


	Brainstorming ideas of what is meant by the state. 

Research into how many people are employed directly and indirectly by the state 


	IT – internet 
	Main Textbook

Sociology for  A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	The British state comprises of five main institutions:

· Executive government

· A bureaucracy (civil service, local government)

· Agencies of social control (e.g. police, judiciary, prisons, security service)

· Military a

· A legislature made up of a democratically elected government 


	Visit www.chaarter88.org.uk
What are the issues that are raised about the British state?

What concerns about the openness of the government do they have?

What is the main thing they are doing about their concerns?




	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 7




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Voting behaviour

· Political parties

· History of voting behaviour 

· Voting and social characteristics (gender, class, age, ethnicity, region)
	· Chalk and talk

· Note making

· Internet research

· Make a poster to advertise each of the political parties main points
	IT – for poster

Communication 
	Main Textbook

Sociology for A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Political parties

Changing voting behaviour


	www.politics.guardian.co.uk
www.news.bbc.co.uk



	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 8




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning


	Pressure groups and New Social Movements

· Role of PGs (insider/outsider)

· NSM what are they…defensive/offensive

· Social characteristics of NSM membership

· Similarities and differences between OSM and NSM

· Role of NSM


	Use students own ideas and experiences as a starting point for discussion.

Chalk and talk


	IT

Communication 
	Main Textbook

Sociology in Focus for AQA A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Types of pressure groups:

· Interest/ sectional

· Promotional 

· Ad hoc or fire-brigade groups

· Think tanks

· Political cause 

· Latent groups

· Insider/outsider

The role of pressure groups – do they work?

What types of pressure groups are there?
	Research into the outcomes of two campaigns organised by pressure groups.


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 9




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Theories of NSM

· Marxist

· Postmodernist

· NSM = end of class?
	· Chalk and talk

· Internet research 

· Video of protest groups in action

· News articles to read and discuss

· make a poster or leaflet to distribute
	IT

Communication
	Main Textbook

Sociology in Focus for AQA A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Types of NSMs

· Defensive

· Offensive 

How they are organised

Social characteristics of NSMs


	www.resist.org.uk 

Think of an issue that there is a depth of feeling about and research what sort of action people have taken against the issue.


	Examination level and title: A2 Unit Four: 

Social Control
	Option title: Politics, Power and the State 

Week No 10




	Lesson content
	Learning Activity
	K Skills
	Suggested Resources
	Key Concepts
	Independent learning

	Application of theories to explain social distribution of power

Relationship between social characteristics and voting behaviour 
	· Chalk and talk

· Internet research 

· Draw up a Mind map

· Newspaper/TV search for media views on the social distribution of power


	IT 

Communication
	Main Textbook

Sociology in Focus for AQA A2 Level

Other Textbooks

Sociology: Themes and Perspectives

Sociology for A2 

Internet 

OHT

Worksheets


	Riots

Definition

Purpose

History

Beynon’s four explanations for urban disorder

Conservative perspective

Liberal view

Radical approach

Flashpoints model
	


4.4.2
Option 2 - Politics, Power and the State

Theories and explanations including:

(
Functionalism

(
Pluralism

(
Elite theory

(
Marxism and Neo-Marxism

These theories and explanations may be assessed as individual topics or as applied to the following topics.

(
Voting behaviour and patterns of participation according to class, age, gender, ethnicity and locality.

(
The changing role of the nation state including devolution, nationalism, regionalism, federalism, and globalisation.

(
Participation and affiliation to New Social Movements, and to pressure and interest groups according to class, age, gender, ethnicity and locality

(
Changing political ideologies including the environmental movement, the New Right, and radicalism of the left and right.

(
Forms of resistance as agents of ideological change with reference to globalisation and New Social Movements.

