Victory for the Life as Italian Referendum is Defeated

Press Release – 13 June 2005
A pro-life campaign, led by the Italian Bishops, calling for voters to boycott the referendum on abolishing the country's fertility laws has succeeded. The bishops urged Catholics to abstain from voting with the slogan, "Life cannot be put to a vote: Don't vote".

The law, passed in 2004, bans the creation of surplus embryos and embryo screening, freezing and research. Early reports suggest that less than twenty per cent of eligible voters cast their ballot, falling far short of the required quorum of fifty percent plus one. 

'We are greatly encouraged by news that our Italian neighbours have taken a stand in support of human life,' said Julia Millington of the ProLife Alliance. 'We congratulate the Italian pro-life movement on their successful defence of the human embryo. It is inevitable that this legislation will lead to other positive pro-life initiatives.

'We hope that the rest of Europe will follow Italy's example. UK laws on assisted reproduction are incredibly perverse - aiming to create children for those who are infertile whilst at the same time bringing about the deliberate destruction of thousands of “surplus” human lives that are created in the process.'
