Lesson Plan


	Subject: KS4 Biology

           Designer babies - opinions

Lesson no: 3

Approx. timings: 1 hour
Objectives:

· To allow students to formulate opinions & express them

· To as a class decide their stance on designer babies.
	Resources needed:

	
	· Opinions power point 

· Projector / OHP

· Opinions cut n stick worksheet

· Scissors & glue sticks

	Starter activities

Recap genetic keywords with students and idea of inheritance & designer babies

Students recall Q+A why we may want to ’design’ babies e.g. prevent genetic disorders, save siblings etc.

	Middle activities

Students are shown the power-point and at each slide they are asked to express whether they ‘agree’, ‘disagree’ or are unsure. This can be done by using true/false cards students hold up, verbally or by a show of hands.

At the end of the presentation students are provided with the cut ‘n’ stick opinions sheet. In their books they write the headings I agree, I disagree and then place the statements under the appropriate heading. Stress that there are no right or wrong answers! It is their opinion and they are entitled to express it however they choose.

Perhaps a vote could be taken or the questionnaire used again to see if any students have changed their opinions.

Students can then be given the timeline worksheets and they are to guess when they think various events occurred in the advancement of genetics. The students can then be shown the correct answers to copy down or match their cut ‘n’ stick to, and to follow the timeline presentation can be shown.

	Plenary

Students then fill in their views on what may occur over the next few decades/centuries. 

A word-search or cut ’and’ stick glossary is available to consolidate keywords.

	Keywords

Embryo              IVF                   designer babies          

Genes              inherited conditions

	Key skills
Communication, literacy, working with others

	Further study

This lesson can be followed by the students researching on the web using links provided and the ICT resource sheet.


