Lesson Plan


	Subject: Biology KS4

             Designer babies - ethics

Lesson no: 2
Approx. timings: 1 hour

Objectives:
· To take prior knowledge & apply to case studies to decide verdicts

· To stimulate discussion on the ethics & laws surrounding Biotech
	Resources needed:

	
	· Case study handouts or laminates

· Ethics presentation & OHP / projector

· Ethics handout

· Hopes & fears handout



	Starter activities

Recap of genetic keywords and the term ‘designer’ babies (can be class Q+A or true/false activity)

Introduction to term ‘ethics’ and how it applies to us, individual morals

	Middle activities

Provide copies of each of the case studies (or focus on one or two depending on class ability/timings)

Pupils to read and discuss each case study & using their prior knowledge of the technique of embryo selection, decide if they would allow the people to undergo medical help. 

Students can either record their views in exercise books or on copies of the case studies or on a blank template.

Class discussion (and perhaps vote) on who they would allow embryo selection treatment and why. What factors do they have to consider whilst making a decision?

Ethics power-point presentation – more difficult cases introduced and quotes from various people. The students (in their groups) discuss their personal beliefs and morals.

They can record ideas on the ethics worksheet.

	Plenary

The students fill in the ‘hopes & fears’ sheet (their personal opinions)

To finish leave them with a question to ponder e.g. Do we have the right to choose who lives and who dies? Is every life equal? Do our religious beliefs affect our choice?

	Keywords

Ethics                morals                embryo                   ‘saviour’ siblings               genes

	Key skills

Communication, literacy, Analysis of information


