Lesson Plan


	Subject: Biology KS4

            Designer babies

Lesson no: 1

Approx. timings: 1 hour

Objectives: 

· To recap or learn genetic keywords

· To understand the term designer   

       babies & begin to discuss  opinions
	Resources needed

	
	· Handouts – designer baby & keywords (either blank or complete)

· OHP, projector or interactive whiteboard

· Student questionnaire

	Starter activities

On designer babies handout students fill in their ideal offspring section. Followed by a class brainstorm on what is meant by designer babies (first slide of presentation) – gather ideas

The students could now fill in the questionnaire to gauge their opinions (for comparison towards the end of the 3 lessons)

	Middle activities

The students are then introduced into what is actually possible with current day technologies. Ensure to make it clear that we cannot as yet decide what our ideal child would be like as in the starter activity, and explain that several genes interact to determine our characteristics. 

The students should fill in their box on what is a designer baby and check with their keywords sheet that they understand all of the words. 

Once they understand what is meant by the term, the students can then discuss why we might design babies. This can be done as a group discussion, or as rough work on a printed version of slide 4.

The students then fill in on their sheet how and why we design babies.

Extension for more able:

Perhaps a discussion on how useful the term ‘designer’ is could follow or a discussion on how science is portrayed in the media.

	Plenary

The students discuss their opinions as a class or as a group on the reasons for and against this technology. They then decide and record their opinion (they are allowed to remain unsure and vote as such) and a class vote is held. This can then be linked to the ‘citizens’ jury’ work and questionnaire.

	Keywords

Designer babies                IVF                     genes                   Embryo

	Key skills

Communication, Working with others, literacy

	Further information

http://www.wgp.cf.ac.uk/CitizensJury.htm
This lesson can be followed by the opinions & ethics lesson.


