Newspaper reports – Designer Babies

The Mirror

DESIGNER BABIES GET GREEN LIGHT

Britain’s top judges yesterday opened the way for the creation of designer 

babies to treat sick brothers and sisters.

Five Law Lords backed an Appeal Court ruling to allow a couple to have fertility treatment to help save their terminally ill son. An embryo was tested to ensure that it had the same tissue type as the son so its blood could eventually be used to treat the child, who had a potentially fatal disorder.

But the campaign Group CORE took the case to the Law Lords, claiming that the concept of designer babies was illegal.

Dismissing the challenge, Lord Hoffman said: “The case has always been that the HFEA had no power to issue a licence. In my opinion it did.”

Yesterday’s decision was rapped by the charity Life, which said: “It takes us further down the slippery slope in creating human beings to provide spare parts. The best of ends, to cure a sick child, does not justify the means.”

[Nathan Yates, The Mirror 29/04/2005]

What do YOU think?

· In groups, discuss your opinions on the news story. 

· Decide what the view of your group as a whole is – does it differ from your personal view? What sort of things might affect how different people feel about such issues?

· Share your group’s view with the rest of the class, listening carefully to all the arguments.

· Now think carefully about how YOU feel about the issue of designer babies – has your opinion changed? Do you know enough about the subject to decide?

· Finally, make ONE statement to sum up your personal views; share that with the whole class.

