Factsheet – Designer Baby Regulations
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In the UK the Human Fertilisation and 

Embryology Authority decides which clinics 

should be allowed to carry out IVF, and

 which couples should be allowed Pre-implantation

 Genetic Diagnosis (PGD). Inspectors visit clinics to make sure that all the staff who handle embryos are properly trained, and that there is no risk of mistakes being made.

The HFEA considers each case individually. For example, if a couple wish to have a baby to ‘save’ an older child, the Authority say that this can only be done if embryo screening is needed for another reason besides providing a match for the brother or sister. This should prevent perfectly healthy embryos from being thrown away.

Different parts of the world have different rules. For example, in Israel sex selection of embryos is allowed, but in Germany, PGD of any sort is against the law. The USA government has no control over the use of PGD in private clinics. There are no regulations preventing UK couples from going abroad for treatment abroad.

Some people believe that there should be no rules controlling the use of designer baby technology, and that people should be allowed to choose for themselves. They argue that couples who have children without medical help do not have to have permission, so why should it be different for other couples? On the other hand there are people who believe that the use of PGD should be banned completely – they are worried about the future use of the treatment.

The Citizens’ Jury  (made up of 16 – 19 year olds) decided that there should be rules covering the whole of the UK, but thought that all the facts should be carefully considered before a fair and fast decision is made for each individual case.
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