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The barn owl is probably the best-known and most widely distributed owl in the world. In Wales the population of barn owls has decreased and remains a rare sight. One reason for the decline is a loss of breeding sites. It is well adapted to living a nocturnal predatory life.

The barn owl sees on the darkest night. It has soft plumage and several hundred sounds – deadening hair like projections on its wing feathers to enable it to fly in silence. It has acute hearing and a heart-shaped facial disc which it uses to focus tiny sounds into its large, sensitive ears. 

Barn owls live mainly on animals which are regarded as pests by man and are much more efficient at controlling the rat population than cats or poison. 
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The Red kites is a large bird of prey, with a wingspan of 1.5 m . Up to the early part of the nineteenth century the red kite was a common bird of prey over much of Britain .In the Victorian era birds of prey were persecuted by gamekeepers. The last English kite was shot in Lincolnshire in 1847, By 1890 the only kites left in Britain were a tiny population in mid Wales. As the birds became more rare they also became the target forVictorian egg collectors. By the turn of the century only three or four pairs remained. Slowly with the help of organisations such as the RSPB the numbers increased , by the 1950s numbers had increased to around a dozen pairs, by the 1970s numbers had slowly climbed to 20 – 30 pairs. Today the red kite can be seen in very good numbers in Mid Wales. They have also been successfully reintroduced to parts of England and Scotland.   

