Spring 
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The flowers are protected by a leaf – like structure, which envelops them as they force their way upwards. Snowdrops can flower as early as Christmas or in a hard winter as late as March. The flowers act as a powerful attraction to the few early insects about at this time of year. Snowdrops don’t depend entirely on insect pollination as they grow from a bulb. Many early flowering plants occurred in the woodland, which once covered Britain and adapted to this habitat by growing and flowering early in the year before the trees cut out their light.
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Herons nest in colonies, usually in historical sites - the oldest one, recorded in 1293, is at Chilham in Kent and a colony in Hengwrt near Dolgellau is referred to in poetry sent to Owain Glyndwr in about 1400.  In the Middle Ages, falconry was an aristocratic sport and herons were a very important quarry. Herons would also have been eaten in medieval banquets.
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Only the male orange – tip have the bright orange tipped wings. When the butterfly settles on the white leaves and green stalks of hedge parsley it is very well camouflaged.

The green markings on the wings are really a mixture of black and yellow scales as like most butterflies the orange – tip is unable to produce green pigments on its wings. Female orange –tips look for hedge parsley, cuckooflower and garlic mustard plants, which are in flower in late spring and early summer. Each female lays only one egg to a plant, she positions the egg on the stalk of a flower, which will have turned to a seedpod, which the caterpillar will eventually feed on. The caterpillar will over winter as a chrysalis on a dried up stem. The entire active life of the butterfly and its caterpillar stage is squeezed into a few weeks in late spring / early summer because only then are the food plants at the right stage of growth. There is an opportunity here to discuss what could happen to the numbers of orange tips if their food plants were removed from the hedgerows.
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A catkin is a structure consisting of numerous extremely small flowers in which the petals and sepals are usually absent. Because most catkins are wind pollinated the sepals and petals are not needed to attract insects, they also usually ripen early in the year before the leaves have emerged. The female catkin of the hazel tree is a small bud like structure with feathery red stigmas sticking out. 

Slide 8

Oak trees live longer than all other of our native trees and support a greater variety of wildlife than any other species in Wales. The oak’s acorn crop varies from year to year; in a bumper year the tree can produce as many as 50,000 acorns. Oak woods covered much of Wales in medieval times. Oak wood was used for ship building, furniture and for supporting beams in country cottages. During the 18th century people drove pigs into the oak woods on common lands to feed on the abundant acorns. Only two oaks, the sessile and pendunculate are native to Wales.   
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Bluebells form a blue carpet in spring and early summer before the dense leaf cover reduces the amount of light reaching the woodland floor. Bluebells can grow in the darkness of the wood because it has underground bulbs by which it propagates itself each year.
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The greater spotted woodpecker is our most numerous woodpeckers and will readily visit gardens to feed on peanut feeders. The photograph shows the male bird, recognized by the red colour on the nape. The male advertises for a mate and indicates the boundaries of his territory by drumming on an appropriately resonant, often dead, piece of branch. Their diet is very varied , it includes seeds, fruit and insects which they extract with their very long tongues.

