Autumn
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The loss of leaves in autumn is due mainly to the fact that leaves encourage the passage of water through the tree. In winter, with water hard to come by from frozen ground the trees discard their leaves. The leaves are discarded by the formation of a watertight barrier between the branch and the leaf stem. Before this barrier has been built up the most obvious sign that the leaves are going to fall is that of colour change. The colour change is caused by the breakdown of chlorophyll, the useful constituent parts of the chlorophyll are taken into the main body of the tree, where they are stored until the following spring. As this process takes place , other compounds in the leaf, which were previously masked  by the intensity of the chlorophyll’s green, become noticeable. Hence the yellows, reds and orange colours of autumn.    
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The arum lily or cuckoopint attracts flies by its unpleasant decaying smell . The flies 

crawl  down to the base of the flower where cross-pollination can take place. The berries are extremely poisonous .
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Neither red nor grey squirrels  hibernate, although in severe weather they will spend a 

day or two in their dreys. The grey squirrel was introduced to Britain  from North 

America in the late 19century and it rapidly colonised most areas of the country. In late summer both species will establish caches of food , they will later remember the rough location of the cache and then smell out the exact position. Sometimes they forget where the nuts are hidden, thus inadvertently helping with seed dispersal. The red squirrel is native to Wales, it is much shier than the closely related grey and its numbers have declined. There are, however, area of coniferous forests in Wales where there are still good numbers of red squirrels.
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The jay is a member of the crow family. They are shy and restless birds but are very noisy, so quite often you hear them before you see them. The jay’s favourite food is the acorn. In autumn when the acorns ripen the jays hoard a large amount of acorns, enough to last throughout the year. They appear to have very good memories, even when snow covers the ground they know exactly where to dig.
