Lesson Plan 6
Grouping animals 

Drop and drag activity – 1 page (page 17) 
Objectives
To use the observable external similarities and differences between animals to inform grouping. 
Desirable Outcomes/National Curriculum
KS1 Science: ‘Living Things in their Environment’ “…that animals…can be grouped according to observable similarities and differences…”

KS1 Scientific Enquiry: ‘Communication in Science’ “…to sort and classify scientific information, e.g. by grouping…sorting…” 
‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ “Children should have experiences of…animals and other living things”
Resources
Page 17 of the flipchart.
Introduction
Ask the children to think about the similarities and differences between the animals, birds and mini-beasts we have spoken about. 
Group Work
Whole class - Use page 17 of the flipchart. Name the animals. Ask the children to think about the different ways in which we could categorise the animals. Talk about their decisions. 
Individual work
Using reference books and their working knowledge the children could categorise various familiar animals. They could use information such as ‘these animals sleep in the daytime…these are insects…these have wings…”etc. Children could either draw the animals or write the animals’ names, depending on ability. 
Plenary
Ask the children to talk about what new information they have learnt – what do they know now which they didn’t know before? Share this with the group.  

