Electric current Teachers Notes
1. Programme covered:

EM3 Electric charge: 

· This lesson covers the concept of electric current and how it can be detected. “Recall and use the equation: Q = I x t to calculate charge, current or time; know that the current through a metal is a flow of free electrons”.
2. PowerPoint Presentation:

· The first 4 slides are an interactive whiteboard activity (but it could be done by projecting the slides on a white board and using a marker) which bridges well the leap between static charges and moving charges (electric current). The children are shown a sequence of events where an electroscope gets charged by contact with a positively charged sphere and then discharged again by contact with a negatively charged sphere. The children should be told that all the slides are in sequence and one is the continuation of the previous one. Teachers should bring to the attention of the pupils the fact that negative charges move from one charged body to the other because of a difference in potential between the two bodies.  
· Teachers may ask pupils to copy some information from some of the other slides. 
· Straight forward presentation. 
3. Equipment needed:

· PC Projector + Active Board (only if using plenary session)

· Electroscope
· Metal sphere and means to charge it, e.g. Van Der Graaf generator

