Electroscope Teachers Notes
1. Programme covered:

EM3 Electric charge: 

· This lesson covers the electroscope, not part of the curriculum anymore, but an essential piece of equipment to get to understand electrostatics. The lesson also contains some interesting thinking skills activities.
2. PowerPoint Presentation:

· Slide 1 is a lesson starter. Children should be given no more than one minute to think about the answer (click to show the answer). 
· Teachers may ask pupils to copy some information from some of the other slides. 
· Slide 5 requires the children to describe how the electroscope gets charged by contact with a positively charged metal sphere. I would first show this effect using a gold leaf electroscope. Then, I would show the animation where the negative charges move across the electroscope and then on the sphere. I would give as little explanation as possible, because I would want them to think about the situation observed and apply the knowledge gained on Electrostatics to tackle a problem unseen before. This is a good thinking skill exercise and it also helps to improve the pupils’ literacy and communication skills. 
3. Worksheet:

· A straight forward worksheet to help the children to practice the knowledge gained on electrostatic induction in metals.

4. Equipment needed:

· PC Projector + Active Board (only if using plenary session)

· Electroscope 

· Metal sphere and means to charge it, e.g. Van Der Graaf generator

