PAST PAPER QUESTIONS AND MARK SCHEMES
Example

1.
(a)
State two reasons why some marriages break up.
[2]

Accept any two of the following, or any suitable answers.  Two answers are expected – they should not be the same reason described in different words:

	(
Financial difficulties

(
Lack of appreciation

(
Interference from in laws

(
Affairs or infidelity

(
Sexual problems

(
Alcohol/drug problems

(
Pregnancy/children

(
Lack of children/pregnancy

(
Parenting difficulties
	(
Religious differences/arguments

(
Work/career pressures

(
Lack of communication

(
Separation or little time together

(
False hopes

(
Unreasonable behaviour

(
Different interests

(
Personality differences

(
Loss of love/affection for each other


(2) [AO 1 + 2]

1.
(b)
In marriage relationships what is meant by reconciliation?
[2]

Accept any suitable definition of the term.  Award 2 marks for correct statements; 1 mark for a very weak statement is permissible.  Technically the term is in the context of relationships, so the following sorts of answers likely to be given are:

(
Saying sorry and having it accepted

(
‘Making up’ and starting again together

(
Apologising and becoming friends again

(
Harmonising

No credit for “agreement between husband and wife” or phrases that do not include making up or restoring something.
(2) [AO 1 + 2]

1.
(c)
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one” [Matthew 19: 5]

What do most Christians believe this passage teaches about sexual relationships?
[4]

Accept any answers that cover the basic points below, or which clearly point to them.  Answers should be in the context of Christian teaching.  Award 1 mark for every correct statement; where there is a/are full statement/s, or statement/s with an explanation – award 2 marks per full statement/statement + explanation – up to a maximum of 4 marks.

(
God created human beings as male and female

(
Marriage and sexual relationships are part of God’s purpose in creation

(
They are gifts from God himself, and as such are holy and sacred (sacrament)

(
Sex is life giving:
- in that a new life may be formed

- to the couple through their love and unity

- to their relationship with God who is involved in their union

(
Sex and marriage are special: monogamous/reserved between just two people at any one time/period of their life; no sex before or outside marriage

(
A sexual relationship is more than just a physical uniting, it is a total giving of oneself to another/ a very special unity.
(4) [AO 1 + 2]

1.
(d)
Explain why believers in many religious traditions consider marriage to be so important.
[4]

This question is not required to be related to any one specific religious tradition – although marks should be awarded for appropriate answers that do only refer to one religious tradition.  Award two marks for each correct statement, up to a maximum of 4 marks.  Weaker statements may be given just one mark.  The general points likely to be offered are: 

(
Marriage is seen as beginning a special relationship between two people/families

(
It is often considered a sacrament/social contract

(
Sex is believed to be best if kept within marriage

(
Bringing up children is believed to be an important part of marriage

(
Family life, based on love for each other, and on religious principles, is thought to be the best way of life for parents, children and society at large

(4) [AO 1 + 2]

1.
(e)
Explain the importance of one main feature of a marriage ceremony in each of two different religious traditions.
[6]
No marks for naming of religious tradition.

Where name is incorrect, but information accurate – credit up to a maximum of 5 marks.

Marks should be awarded using the Levels of Response grids for AO 1 + 2.  Any appropriate answers should be given credit, taking account of the criteria in the Levels of Response grids:  it is important in marking this question to avoid penny-point marking.  Where candidates only name or describe one feature in just one religious tradition, award Level 1, 1 mark in total.  Where no different denomination within Christianity stated, or examples are not from two distinct traditions within Christianity, credit up to a maximum of Level 3, 4 marks.
Answers may well refer to one of the following elements in each of two different religious marriage ceremonies:

CHRISTIANITY
No credit for white dress for purity, etc.

1.
(e)
(
Taking of vows in front of witnesses and/or in front of God – signifying either the seriousness/solemnity/sacredness of the partnership being undertaken by the couple, or the life-long permanency expected in the marriage
(
Exchanging of rings – signifying the promises made/vows taken, and the life-long relationship of love being made  (N.B. weak if only refers to eternal love and not vows made)
(
Congregation present in church/chapel, or registry office/hotel/etc – a symbol of the involvement of others in the community – either religious or otherwise – of the couple; a new relationship has begun within the fabric of the community

                       (     Asking for impediments – a function designed to show that the two 

                              partners are legally and morally free to take their vows, and that    

                              nothing known to them prevents their being married
(
Singing of hymns – part of religious worship, and an acknowledgement that the couple begin their union together with the help of God and the faith community; usually the hymns are either favourites of the couple or their families, or express something about the Christian view of love and marriage
(
Bible readings/sermon – part of religious worship, and a chance to explain to the couple the importance of their vows, the sacredness of their new life together and with God; also a chance to remind the faith community of their obligations to support and encourage the couple
(
Pronouncing the union/signing the register – the former re-iterates that the couple have been married, and that no one should separate their union; the latter is a legal requirement, and indicates that the couple have married willingly and within the confines of the law

For Christianity only centres the different traditions are likely to be:

(
Orthodox Christians – reference may be to the betrothal – the entrance when the couples make their promises and the rings are blessed; and/or the crowning – which takes place after the betrothal when the couple   process to the centre of the church, where (after prayers) the couple are crowned (with leaves and flowers, or silver and gold).  This coronation signifies the marriage, and the joys and sacrifices involved.  Also the couple will drink wine three times from the same cup – symbolising their common life together

(
Roman Catholics – reference is likely to be made to the inclusion of Mass as part of the ceremony – signifying the holiness of marriage vows, and the sacramental nature of their relationship

TOTAL: (6 L of R) [AO 1+ 2]

BUDDHISM

1
(e)
(
The marriage ceremony is not taken in the temple, as it is largely a non-religious event

(
Vows are taken to show the commitment involved

(
There may be reciting of devotional texts and or the couple may recite the 3 Refuges and 5 Precepts – to remind them to follow the teachings of Buddha

(
Couples can go to a monastery after the ceremony to ask for a blessing

(
Or monks can be invited to the home of the bride on the wedding morning to recite the paritta (texts) for the protection of the bride and groom

(
A sermon may be given by a monk – on the new responsibilities being taken on

(
The wife is seen as an equal partner in the marriage and the ceremony

TOTAL: (6 L of R)  [AO 1+2]

HINDUISM

1
(e)
(
The marriage is one of the samskaras, and is the beginning of a new stage of life/ashrama
(
The seven steps around the fire – signifying food, strength, wealth, happiness, children, sustenance/long wedded life, and unity
(
Lighting havan (fire), and sprinkling of incense/grain/ghee into the flames – to symbolise the wish for fertility, and prayers for health, prosperity, sons and a long married life
(
Greeting of the groom by women and children – signifying the coming together not only of two people, but two families/members of the community
(
Offerings to Ganesha – symbolising the prayers for obstacles to the marriage and the happiness/.prosperity of the couple to be removed
(
Commitments made – to dharma (religious duty), artha (economic development) and kama (sense of enjoyment)
(
Placing of bride’s toe on a stone – signifying obedience and loyalty to her husband, and the stability of the marriage partnership

(
Exchanging of garlands (bride and groom) and tying of bride’s sari to groom’s shawl/scarf – signifying the knot between then and their commitment to each other

TOTAL: (6 L of R) [AO 1+ 2]
ISLAM

1
(e)
(
Payment of the mahr, or dowry – the agreed sum in the arranged or assisted marriage, which the wife will keep should there be a divorce later

(
Recitation of ayahs (units of surahs from the Qura’n – signifying that marriage is a social contract with Allah’s sanction, and should be based on the teachings of Allah

(
Exchanging of vows – demonstrating the responsibilities that each undertake in the marriage

(
Signing of the contract/nikah – a visible acknowledgement of the legal binging nature of the association entered into by the couple

(
Witnesses (at least 2) on behalf of bride – the bride does not need to be present, but witnesses should be there to witness the ceremony

TOTAL: (6 L of R) [AO 1+ 2]

JUDAISM

1
(e)
(
The chuppah (huppah) – symbolising harmony, or the marital home

(
Blessings: of wine and marriage – of wine to symbolise joy – both drink from it

(
Exchanging of rings – a symbol of the commitment to marriage

(
Signing the ketubah – demonstrates the contractual obligations marriage involves

(
Final seven blessings over wine – to pray for God’s blessing on the couple and their lives together

(
Breaking of the wine glass – to symbolise the fragility of marriage and the destruction of the Temple.

(
Music from the choir, and readings from the Torah – as part of worship and a symbol of the support and involvement of the whole religious community

(
Sermon from the rabbi – advising the couple about their new life together, and their responsibilities and duties as a couple, future parents, and members of the community

TOTAL: (6 L of R) [AO 1+ 2]

SIKHISM

1
(e)
(
Paying respect to the Guru Granth Sahib – each showing their willing entry into the marriage state, and to the promises made before God

(
Garlands around neck of couple, and bridegroom’s saffron scarf over shoulder into bride’s hands – showing their unity as one together and with God, as they listen to the Lavan being read

(
Circling the Guru Granth Sahib in a clockwise direction – symbolising their new life together – the 1st circling to represent marriage being God’s will for everyone; 2nd – the leaving of the old life for the bride, for her new life with her husband; 3rd – symbolising the bride’s detachment from the world and her new attachment to her husband; 4th – symbolising the perfect love between the couple; Sometimes there is throwing of flower petals over the couple as they walk – symbolising the fragrance of their new life together

(
Gifts often given(coconut from bride’s mother, and coins and notes [perhaps pinned to groom’s shirt] – a symbol of the happiness and wishes of prosperity and good fortune for the couple

TOTAL: (6 L of R) [AO 1+ 2]

1
(e)
“Religious communities can do little to help a family who have marriage problems.”  

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have though about more than one point of view.
[6]

Accept any relevant and sensible comments that are in the context of any one (or more) religious traditions.Marks should be awarded using the Levels of Response grids for AO 3.  Any appropriate answers and arguments are to be given credit, taking account of the parameters of the question and the criteria in the levels of the grid.  Candidates should show that they have considered alternative views to the one they are expounding, and refer to religious and/or moral issues/teachings in their answer.
Answers may cover some of the following points:

	Agree with the statement:

(
at the end of the day it is the couple themselves who have to make the relationship work

(
whatever advice given or helpful comments, no one else can understand exactly what the couple are experiencing

(
within religious communities as many marriages go wrong as outside them

(
no one is perfect, and no couple are perfect; sometimes they are just incompatible

(
it is better if someone completely outside of the family or religious community offer help and guidance – e.g. marriage guidance counsellors


	L of R

AO 3

L of R

AO 3

	Disagree with the statement:
(
the religious leader, or members of the community can help the couple a lot

(
guidance counselling or therapy session within the community are likely to be more beneficial than using complete outsiders

(
prayers can be said for or with the couple, and older more experienced couples talked and offer support to them

(
pre-marriage courses, or a leaflet can be offered to all young couples

(
family members can be exceptionally helpful in standing by both members of the couple
	L of R

AO 3

L of R

AO 3




(6 L o R) [AO 3]

