Teacher’s notes for OPUS Publication – Easter

p.1
Right click on ‘Easter’, ‘Click on the cross..’ and the door (exit button) to hear the words being read aloud.  Left click on the cross to enter.  

p.2
Right click on any of the words e.g. ‘Introduction’ to hear the words.  Also right click on any of the buttons at the bottom of the page throughout the publication to hear what they do.  Left click on any picture to go to that section.  The cross on the bottom left hand corner takes you back to the title page.      

What is Palm Sunday?

p.3.
Right click on the blue words to play aloud.  Type words in the white box to describe how they felt (This page can be printed as a record).

p.4
Right click on the word ‘procession’ to hear the word, left click for a definition then left click on the white box to hide it.  Left click on ‘music’ to hear music playing.

*  Activity: create a joyful procession, using music and dance, around the classroom. 

*  Activity: make a frieze of a procession around the classroom.

p.5 
*  Activity: make your own palm cross.
p.6
Left click for definitions of the words in blue.  Right click on them for sound.  Left click on the donkey for the sound of a donkey.

p.7  
Left click on ‘Palm leaves’ for a definition.  ‘Palm Sunday’ is in red as it is one of the important days of Holy Week.  When they are ordering the days later they could look back for the days highlighted in red.  Left click on the picture for the sound of the crowd.

p.8  
Definitions and sound for ‘Christians’ and ‘Holy Week’.
p.9
*  Shared writing activity:  (This can be printed as a record.)

*  Activity: begin to keep a diary of ‘Holy Week’ from the point of view of a disciple, an onlooker or a Roman soldier – WORKSHEET included. 

(WS on the page means worksheet provided).
Special meals with Jesus

p.10 
Right click on blue words for sound and left click for definition.  
p.11
Special meals (can be printed as a record).
p.12
‘Maunday Thursday’ is in red for ordering later. 

p.14
Right click for sound and left for definition of ‘Last Supper.’

p.15
Weblink to see Leonardo da Vince’s painting: http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/leonardo/studio/lastsupper.html
Also link to washing the disciples’ feet.  Discuss how they would show their friends that they wanted to serve them, not rule over them.  

*  Activity: drama activity linked to Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.  

p.16 
*  Shared writing activity (This page can be printed as a record.)

Or off screen write the story of The Last Supper on the WORKSHEET provided.    

*  Activity:  Continue with the diary of ‘Holy Week’.
Possible follow up work
*  Watch a video of the Eucharist.

Why was Jesus disappointed in the disciples?

p.17  
Ask the children have they ever been very disappointed?  Tell them to listen to the events of what happened in the garden then ask them why Jesus would have been disappointed in the disciples.  Why did Jesus need the disciples to stay awake?  How do they think the disciples felt?  Right click on Gethsemane for sound.

p.19 
Left click on the cockerel for it to crow three times.  How would Peter feel now?
Possible follow up work
*  Develop a drama activity portraying the events over pp.17-19

*  Rearrange the words to describe the main events at the Garden of Gethsemane on the WORKSHEET provided.

The trial

p.20 
Ask the children for their feelings at the end of this page.  Do they think what has happened is fair?  How do they think the disciples/his family/Jesus felt now? Left click for a definition of blue words/right for sound.  

p.21
Left click for definitions of blue words, right for sound.  

The crucifixion

p.22
Right click to hear ‘mocking’ and ‘Golgotha’.  Left click for a definition of ‘mocking’.

p.25
Good Friday is in red for ordering.

p.26
*  Shared writing activity – poem. (This page can be printed as a record.)


*  Activity:  Continue with the diary of ‘Holy Week’.
Easter Sunday

p.27 
Easter Sunday is in red for ordering.
p.28
*  Activity:  Continue with the diary of ‘Holy Week’.  

*  Activity:  Drama activity – children could act out the arrival of the woman at the empty tomb, reflect the contrast in emotions between distress and elation, confusion and wonderment.
What happened next?

p.29
*  Activity:  Write a newspaper report about the events of Easter Sunday – Jesus rising from the tomb and appearing to Mary and his disciples.  
Discuss & remind them about:  possible headlines, opening paragraph, story, interview with a key witness, caption under picture. WORKSHEET provided.

*  Activity:  Plan and make an Easter garden to show the symbolism of new life.  

*  Activity:  Watch a video of Orthodox or Catholic Easter and identify the ways in which they remind Christians of Holy Week.  Identify the symbols and relate them to the events.  

Ascension day

p.30
Ascension Day is in red for ordering.  Left click for definition and right for sound.    

Why do we eat eggs at Easter?

p.31
Left click blue words for definitions, right for sound.  

Why does the date of Easter change?

Where are the accounts of Easter in the Bible?

p.33
*  Activity:  Get a Bible and find passages, what do they notice about the style of writing etc.  
Activities

p.34 
Click on any of the following to take you to that page.  Each page can be printed as a record.  Also there are WORKSHEETS of the same activities to do off the computer.

· How many words can you make? 1 You could decide to use only words linked with Easter for all of these make words activities

· How many words can you make? 2

· How many words can you make? 3  

· Order the events of Holy Week 1

· Order the events of Holy Week 2
· What happened on this day?
· Who said it?
· True or false?
· Beginnings and endings

· What have you learnt about Easter? 

