WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF USING AN INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD FOR TEACHING MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES?


Below, we list out some of the advantages that an interactive whiteboard can bring to the teaching of MFL at Secondary level. Some of these advantages may apply equally to using a data-projector with a computer. However, many teachers say that being able to control the software and carry out work at the interactive whiteboard itself helps pupils to visualise and remember concepts, processes and ideas. Some ideas are dependent on the type of software being used. 

1. A whiteboard gives you access to a wide array of resources at the click of a pen. You can instantly switch between CD-Roms, website pages, Word documents, Powerpoint presentations, images, sound files, a ‘flip chart, and tools such as colours, highlighters and pens.


2. Being able to pre-prepare presentations to display on the board. These can include text, images and links to other files, such as the internet, audio or visual files. 


3. Being able to use a variety of colours for text and for handwriting provides useful opportunities for examining the grammar of a language - for example, being able to add feminine nouns in pink and masculine nouns in blue or add coloured endings to words. 


4. In most whiteboard software, items can be selected and moved on screen. For example, pupils can select a word or a picture and move it across the board. This is useful for exercises which may have been done traditionally by cutting up pieces of paper. Being able to move items on screen allows pupils to carry out certain tasks, such as re-ordering, sorting, grouping or matching. This opens up a wide range of linguistic opportunities. 


5. Being able to add images is very useful. Try using Google Images to find pictures for your topic. These pictures can be copied and pasted into PowerPoint or Word, but you can also take 'snapshots' into your whiteboard software. This allows you to select as much or as little of the picture as you want. Using pens or highlighters from your whiteboard software, you can write over the top of pictures, adding vocabulary or notes. 

6. Some whiteboard software has a 'tool' which can allow text to be revealed a line at a time. This can be useful in MFL - for example, show a new word at the top of the page and pupils speculate about what comes next. Pull down the 'curtain' to reveal the next word. Some software allows you to reveal the text from left to right. 


7. Some software allows users to use a 'spotlight' to focus in on words or paragraphs or pictures. This can be useful for vocabulary reinforcement. 


8. Use shapes, such as rectangles or circles in your whiteboard software to create interactive exercises. Rectangles can provide a 'container' for words. Circles can provide a focal point for dragging words or pictures. 

9. Being able to turn the page in your whiteboard software means that you never run out of space. It also means that lessons can be structured around a series of pages. This saves having to prepare overhead slides. It is possible to return to any page at any time in a lesson, making it easy to refresh pupils' memories or refer back to previous ideas. 


10. Answers to exercises can be hidden and revealed when you want. Try using the 'Rub out to Reveal' technique or dragging text off the screen and pulling it in when required. (This can be done in most whiteboard software.) 


11. Some software allows you to create a 'link' to other files. This can be useful for opening an internet page, PowerPoint presentation or a Word document. It can also be used to link to a sound or movie file. For example, you could attach a sound file to an image, so that when the image is clicked, the word is spoken. You could attach a video file to an image as well - see the example with rooms in the house below. 


12. Word documents as worksheets can be displayed on the screen to work through a couple of examples together first or to work through answers. 


13. It is possible to use a scanner to scan in pages of text books. This means that a large version of the page can be displayed on the screen. This can then be marked up with comments (in colour) and notes. 


14. Using CD ROMs designed for MFL can be very advantageous. Many contain interactive exercises which give instant feedback. These can be particularly useful in the plenary stage of a lesson for practice and fun. 


15. Some software provides banks of resources for use in lessons. This includes banks of images, which may be relevant to your MFL topic and can save time in searching for suitable pictures. Grammar examples and other resources can sometimes be added to these banks. 


16. Pupils enjoy preparing presentations which they deliver to the class – combing writing, oral and ICT skills.


17. An interactive board is a way of building kinaesthetic learning into lessons


18. It is an excellent way of playing many competitive whole-class and team MFL games


19. Some software provides an onscreen timer, which can be a great help in injecting pace and competitiveness into lessons. It can also prove an effective way of settling a class e.g by insisting they fall silent within 5 seconds (pupils then hush each other up). You can also download the Countdown Quiz show ticking theme here: http://aiab.emuunlim.com/mp3-snipets.html  or here: http://www.mflresources.org.uk/ (section “Other Resources”) 

Some glowing recommendations from MFL teachers:

· All my worksheets are on Word along with answers - so no forgetting files,
mislaying sheets etc! If students can't read the font I simply increase it.
· I can easily call up any file to remind students of a grammar point they may
have forgotten - students can't say 'I've forgotten that sheet' - it's on
the board!  
· "It works with all age groups; all levels of ability”
· The clarity and quality of materials presented to students using a data projector is far superior to that of materials written on a blackboard, whiteboard or using an OHP. The ability to manipulate and change whatever information is being presented is also far easier.

· "It's not just the pupils who find it hugely motivating. It will keep me happy until I retire”
An inspector commented:

· “One key point to the success of whiteboards as a teaching medium is that teachers actually plan their whiteboard lessons to the last second. Lessons are carefully structured, well resourced (not the next chapter from the textbook) and the whiteboard/PowerPoint acts as an effective lesson management system.”

· “When used appropriately it promotes the active involvement of pupils in class discussion and in their own learning”
· “It simply improves the teacher-centred learning that has traditionally been done via talk and chalk techniques of the past.”
The following site was helpful in compiling this section:

http://www.thereviewproject.org/secondary/MFL/sec_mfl_index.htm 

