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[image: image4.jpg]3rd Battalion Welch Regiment.
TEMPERANCE COMPANY.

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE'S APPEAL.

Dear Mr. Tudor Ress,

| have heard with very great pleasure that
Temperance Company in connection with the 3rd Battalion V
vou have undertaken the work of its formation.

I EARNESTLY COMMEND THE ADMIRABLE PROPOSAL TO

MY FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, who have a special st in this condict for the

ervation of >m=l| national and am sure that your appeal for Recruits will
tect with an 2 ate response.

proposed to ra
5 Regiment. an

“Guell angau na chywilydd,”
Yours very sincirely,

D. LLOYD GEORGE
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Joining Up
Great Britain declared war on Germany at midnight on the 4th August, 1914. Many people were excited by the prospect of war. It seemed that the tension between countries within Europe had been building for some time. Many countries saw each other as rivals and were fearful of falling behind in terms of their industry, economy and military power.

Why did men volunteer?
During August and September 1914, 736,000 Britons volunteered for the army. By 1916 2.5 million had enlisted. 

Reasons for joining were varied. Many young men saw the war as an opportunity to travel and have an adventure. Many wars in the past had been fought far away from home and this formed a romantic picture in the minds of many of heroic battles fought by courageous young heroes. It was also an opportunity to gain a career of their choosing – rather than just following in their father’s footsteps. In Wales this, more often than not, meant going into the mines or heavy industry. These jobs were dangerous and poorly paid. It was said that fighting the Germans was no less dangerous than working underground. The war also meant being away from home, which for many meant being away from a strict chapel upbringing.
Recruitment posters urged young men to join up and do their ‘bit for their King and Country’, to prove their worth. These patriotic posters not only encouraged the younger generation to join up. Many older men also saw the war as a moral war, an opportunity to get away from their mundane jobs and a chance to be away from home with their Pals. The average army wage was much better than being unemployed. It could also be more than what a skilled worker earned in a week.
Individual reasons for joining up were more colourful. Bert Wamant joined the 10th London Regiment after robbing the Hackney Empire of £300. Private Jenkins took similar evasive action from police in hot pursuit after he had looted German shops in Billingsgate. Magistrates often offered offenders the option of a term of imprisonment or joining the army.

Explain why so many men joined up to go to war in 1914.

In August 1914 it was the Secretary of State for war Lord Kitchener who began recruiting for a new army to send to France. His original aim was for 100,000 men, but by the end of September 175,000 men had volunteered. From then on, an average of 125,000 men per month, were recruited.
Recruitment took place at meetings in village halls and town squares. Public speakers would whip up emotion in the crowd. One such example was Mr. Gibbon, the recruiting officer for Maesteg who addresses an audience of 2,000 (many of whom were miners) at Maesteg Football Club on the 11th September.
Source Work

Source A

“At the request of Mr. Gibbon the audience took off their hats to the gallant Belgians and cheered them to the echo. When they considered the atrocities of the Germans Mr. Gibbon went on to say it made his blood boil…If he was 30 years younger he would not be there that night. He was aware he was addressing men who were heroes. Every man who worked underground was a hero. He asked them to consider what the Germans had done with some of their comrades in Belgium…Shut them down the pit. He asked everyone who was capable to join the army so as to crush the German Emperor.”


The Glamorgan Gazette, September, 1914

1. Who is Mr. Gibbons appealing to?

2. How does he encourage the men to enlist at this meeting?

3. Why should we use this source of evidence with caution?


Source B

“Players should enlist and spectators drill” I would like to draw attention to the indifference displayed by ordinary men in this country to the issue at stake. Our existence is in the balance. There is a football match, Tottenham Hotspur v Cardiff City. I suggest to the football authorities that the game should be cancelled, that the directors of these football clubs hand over the grounds as training fields for the young recruits.


A letter that was published in The Western Mail, August, 1914

1. What kind of person do you think wrote this letter? 
How much importance does he place upon the recruitment of young men?   

2. Do you agree with the comments made in the source?
Give clear reasons for your answer.

Source C

“…a number of homes in Wales would have been happier…if during the past six months, the line of British heroes had been just a little bit thicker. (Applause). Nevertheless, although the odds had been so much as ten to one, there had been no complaining, no harsh or angry words uttered by our soldiers in the firing line, but they sometimes did say...”We wonder sometimes what the boys at home are thinking about! If only they knew, we feel sure they would come. 
 “Men of Wales!”
Are you going to do it? Are you coming forward to fight side by side with our brothers? Gallant little Wales has been at the foremost to fight the battle of freedom in the past. The names of Welshmen were written large upon the scroll of honour, and opportunity was now presenting itself to the men of Wales to follow in their footsteps. What would the answer be? Yes! We are coming as our fathers did before.”

Part of a speech by Sir Clement Killock Cooke, M.P. at a public meeting in Pontycymmer

1. Can you identify the following in Sir Clement’s speech:

            
            Patriotism,        Guilt,        Criticism,        Pride
Patriotism   – To be proud of and love your country

Guilt            – A feeling that you are to blame for something 

Criticism      – To be critical when making a judgement

Pride             - A sense of self-respect. Acknowledging positive achievements.
Source D

“Mr. A. Beveridge, Stockport said….He was proud that Wales was second to none in the call to arms…We intend to smash the Germans…this could be done if we have more men. There are one or two men in the audience who had come from the trenches. Why had they not been compelled to remain so long in the trenches at a stretch? Because they had no one to relieve them…more men meant less suffering…75% of Kitchener’s New Army were married. He felt ashamed of the single men. They thought too much of frivolity (not taking the war seriously) and too little of responsibility…no man had the right to shield himself at the back of another. Sergeant Longville of the 10th Welsh (Rhondda Pals) said ‘one would never imagine there was a war in evidence today by the cool manner in which young men were sitting in the audience smoking cigarettes. Did they not realise that there was a call for them.”

Taken from a report in the Glamorgan Gazette on a recruiting meeting held at Nantyfyllon, Maesteg, Feb. 1915.

1. How does the tone of this speech differ from that of Source C?

2. Why do you think that the tone has changed?
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Who was Mr. David Lloyd George and what jobs did he hold during the war?
www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRgeorge.htm

What makes this printed letter so persuasive and effective
(such good propaganda)?
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Methods used to


Encourage men in 


Wales to join up
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D. LLOYD GEOURGE.

There is a vacancy that only YOU can fll

JOIN AT ONCIE:. For duration of War only.

Offices: Royal Chambers, Park Place, Cardiii.



