A World War

Teacher Guidance
Rationale

The lesson aims to allow students to research chosen individuals in order to gain a greater understanding and appreciation of what is meant by the term ‘World War’. The information was gathered from a number of memorials and cemeteries found in and around Ypres (Leper) – The Ypres Salient – Belgium. 
Tasks


Students will be expected to use the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Website in order to carry out research upon those individuals that have been highlighted. The information held upon each soldier will help them to plot the home locations of each person on the map provided (use of an atlas would be beneficial). Students should then draw a line from that location to Ypres in Belgium. This will give them a fair idea of the contribution made to the war effort by many different countries around the World and the distances travelled by combatants.

* (Note) Where plaques are displayed students should be expected to select just a few names to research unless time allows for a more in-depth study to take place. 

* (Note) Students should complete the Commonwealth War Graves Commission search fully instead of merely guessing the home location of each soldier based upon the gravestone information. Not all individual’s home addresses are where you may expect them to be.
Students also have the opportunity to note any additional information that they can find out about each soldier as this will add to their knowledge of the scale of wartime operations, the age of soldiers fighting during the Great War, etc. 

At the end of the lesson the information that has been found out can be discussed and then transferred onto a pre-prepared electronic map that has been included with the NGfL materials, using an interactive whiteboard pen. 

Additional information and website links have been included so that more in-depth research upon individual regiments and countries can be carried out if time allows. It is envisaged that these links could be useful for a teacher who wished to set additional homework/research tasks and project work.
Teaching Ideas

The teacher could introduce the lesson using the Initial Stimulus Material provided. This should help stimulate initial discussion which could lead into the instructions for the lesson which are found within the presentation and upon the Pupil Instruction Sheet.

Pupils will need access to a computer linked to the Internet/Intranet. The research could be carried out by small groups, with members of the class taking it in turns to carry out the information gathering while the rest of the class complete a separate task. This however is not ideal. It is recommended that if possible all pupils be placed in a computer suite and work individually or in pairs. The teacher could lead the class using the prepared presentation, or alternatively pupils could work at their own pace, filling in the prepared information gathering worksheets as they go. If time is short different pupils could focus upon different soldiers, feeding back their information to the rest of the class and highlighting home locations. This could be done on the pre-prepared electronic maps provided using an interactive whiteboard where available or overhead projector and conventional whiteboard.
Space has been added upon the information gathering sheets for additional information and this may be filled in to varying degrees of depth depending upon the length of time that pupils have within the computer suite and for research, as well as the focus that individual teachers emphasise. The option for group presentations based upon the evidence exists, as does the opportunity for whole class discussion and debate.

For possible further research the Cemeteries and Memorials used 
Tyne Cot 
Lijssenthoek
Messines Ridge
Hooge
The Menin Gate

The Regiments/Battalions highlighted
The South Wales Borderers                1st Regiment South African Infantry
Welch Regiment                                 The 36th, 45th and 47th Sikhs
The Royal Welch Fusiliers                  Royal Field Artillery
New Zealand Rifle Brigade                The Tank Corps
The Maori Battalion                            Canadian Pioneers


National Curriculum – The Twentieth Century World

Chronological Awareness
1.1 - Events (Battles) are placed into a wider chronological framework
1.2 - The use of conventions which describe historical periods and the 
         passing of time – World War One and battles defining a particular 
         length of time.

Historical Knowledge and Understanding

2.1 - Characteristic features of the period are studied as is the similarity 
         and diversity of experience of different nations. This would 
         especially be the case if additional research were carried out using 
         the hyperlinks provided.

2.2 - Describing the cause and consequence of events studied by putting 
         the battles/actions into a wider con text using the supporting notes 
         and links provided. 
2.3 - Making connections between the main events and developments 
          studied within the framework of the 1914-1918 War.


* 2.4 - The significance of the main events, people and changes could be 
            included if extra work/research were carried out. E.G. The
            significance of General Haig, the Third Battle of Ypres, etc.
Interpretations   3.1 and 3.2

Interpretations have not been included upon the worksheets or presentation, although they could be studied by following the links to relevant websites, such as the Spartacus website where first hand accounts and historians opinions have been included.

Historical Enquiry

4.1 - Investigating an historical topic independently using historical
         sources, e.g. visual material, sites, statistics, (oral accounts if links 
         to further websites are followed).  Students will make use of ICT to 
         access information to aid the investigation.
4.2 - Students will be able to ask significant questions and use the 
         evidence available to help answer those questions. They will link 
         information and form their own conclusions.

4.3 - Students will select and collect the information that they need
4.4. - Information gathered will be recorded and evaluated where 
         required
4.5 - Students will use the information gathered to reach a reasoned 
         conclusion as to the extent that the 1914-1918 War was a World 
         War. They should also be able to reach a conclusion as to the 
         significance of some of the major events of the war.

Organisation and Communication

5.1 - Students will select evidence that they feel is required and will 
         organise this information independently before feeding back 
         conclusions to the rest of the class.

5.2 - Students will use the necessary vocabulary to help them understand
         historical issues, events and developments (e.g. Offensive, 
         Stalemate). Students will hopefully begin to apply these terms and 
         ideas when explaining events and circumstances
5.3 – When feeding back information/knowledge gained, pupils should
         have the opportunity to do this in a number of ways. This can be 
         through class discussion, written answers to set questions, extended 
         research work, interaction with stimulus materials (e.g. World Map 
         on the whiteboard), Presentations that could make use of Powerpoint and Word 
         Processing packages.
