


Source 2


Many black Americans had high expectations that their effort in the war would improve their rights. ”It’ll be different after the war” was a common phrase. Over 1 million black people joined the forces.  


Over 2 million black people joined in the war effort at home, working in munitions factories and other areas to help defeat the Nazis. The ‘Double V’ campaign stood for victory over the Nazis and for civil rights.








Source 1


In the armed forces segregation remained until 1948. Black soldiers that enlisted fought in separate battalions, nicknamed  the ‘Jim Crow’ army. In many cases black soldiers ended up doing the menial work and suffered insults form whites, including their commanding officers. 





When American soldiers were based in Britain, black and white GIs would come into conflict. Many White American soldiers were upset about the lack of segregation in Britain in pubs, cinemas, buses etc.








Source 6: 


President Roosevelt passed a law forbidding any company with a contract for war equipment to discriminate against employing black people. 








Source 3: from General Eisenhower, Commander In Chief of the Allied Forces in Western Europe.





“The British population lacks the racial consciousness which is so strong in the United States. The small town British girl would go to a movie or a dance with a Negro quite as readily as she would go with anyone else, a practice that our white soldiers could not understand.”








Source 4: 


On the home front over 2 million black pole worked in the factories for the war effort. These factories were situated in North America and many blacks migrated across America to live and work.This led to overcrowding and housing problems. 


In the summer of 1843 more than 47 cities suffered race riots, the worst being in Detroit where 25 black people were killed and hundreds injured.








Source 5: 


Membership of the NAACP, the main campaigning black organisation, rose from 50,000 to 450,000 in the four years of the war. 











