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Lesson number and title: 
Lesson 7 part I: Who was the more successful President; Nixon or Reagan?

Aims and objectives: 
To identify and understand the achievements and scandals that the Republican presidents were involved in. Think about the effects on society of these events. 

Historical skills:  


Historical Enquiry.

Key skills: 



ICT

Resources: 
PowerPoint: contains evidence analysis of achievements and other events that Nixon and Reagan were involved in, which pupils have to rate in terms of which Presidents was the better leader. 

Pupils can alternatively learn about the Presidents and record the information themselves on Word, using a suite of computers for the class.

ISM: 
Picture / clip of Kennedy. From previous studies, pupils should be able to identify what qualities make a good President, and what Kennedy’s achievements were. The same qualities and achievements will be used to judge Nixon and Reagan. 

The video clip features Nixon and Kennedy in debate and can be used as an extension to develop an understanding between Republican and Democrat ideas. 

Activity 1: 
Class is split into two, one group researching into Nixon, the other researching Reagan.  Pupils analyse Presidents on the same features: background, foreign policy, domestic policy, public support. Give the pupils the printed out slides from the publisher document, and any extra textbooks. 

In groups the pupils present their findings on the key features for each President. The rest of the class records the feedback. It should arise that Nixon appears the more successful President. (Watergate is purposely not introduced until next lesson.) 

	Nixon
	Reagan

	Qualities and Achievements


	Qualities and Achievements

· 

	Failures


	Failures

·  


Homework: 
So far the class should be under the impression that Nixon was the better President. In the next hour pupils will find out about the Watergate Scandal. Pupils can therefore brainstorm at home what  could happen to a President in order for them to loose the support from the American public. 

















































