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Lesson number and title : 

Lesson 6  What was US society like in the 1950s and 1960s?

Aims and objectives: 
To identify and understand the changes in women’s roles, the youth   movement, and American economy. Evaluate their impact on society.

Historical skills:  


Knowledge and Understanding, Communication

Key skills: 



ICT

Resources: 
PowerPoint:  video clips of Frank Sinatra and Hendrix, film footage of America in 1950s and 1960s through hyperlinks on the PPT. 

Pictures of key features in society. Appropriate textbook. The USA 1917-1980 by Nigel Smith p.64-67 is excellent for further information. An alternative is ‘The USA from Wilson to Nixon 1917-1975’ Harriet Ward.

ISM: 
Play a clip of Sinatra and Hendrix singing. Pupils should identify the differences between the musical styles, dress, and the social trends associated with the celebrities.

Activity 1: 
Using the images and sources on the PowerPoint as a stimulus, pupils chart the changes and development of the following features. This can be completed in conjunction with information from a textbook.

Feedback features of society into table using the table on PPT. Pupils can come up and write a point onto the table. Note: there are hyperlinks to American national archives, which stream fantastic free resources such as TV adverts for white goods and American suburbs etc. Well worth watching some, rather than all of it.

	Theme
	1950s
	1960s

	Young people and the youth movement
	
	

	Women’s roles
	
	

	Affluent society
	
	


Activity 2: 
Pupils categorise the changes and developments into positive and      negative changes, by exploring the effect each will have on society. Pupils can do this by colour-coding their table into positive and negative, or create a separate table to log positive and negative effects. Pupils can create their top 5 positive and negative changes, and explain why.

Plenary:
Historical Just a Minute. Pupils talk for a minute without deviation or repetition about the topics covered during the lesson. 

Extension activity: 
Card sort on youth movements in the 1950s and 1960s. Put the correct date, image and description together.

















































