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National Grid for Learning USA 1929 - 1990


Lesson number and title :  

 Lesson 2:  The Causes of the Wall Street Crash 

Aims and objectives: 
To discover why the stock market collapsed in 1929 and to gain an appreciation that there were many factors that contributed to the crash


Historical skills: 


Knowledge and understanding, Causation.

Key skills: 



Numeracy
Resources: 
PowerPoint presentation this can be used as a whole class exercise or if you have a suite of computers the presentation could be networked. Students could then be asked to use excel to plot graphs of their shares and to see how much money they would have made and lost. 


Ism:
The students are encouraged to guess the connection between the Wall Street Crash and the item of clothing a jumper. The term jumper apparently comes from the first person to have committed suicide because of the Wall Street crash was wearing a ‘Jumper’.
Activity 1: 

Using the task on the PowerPoint students should be encouraged to   

understand the idea of ‘getting rich quick’.  They should select two shares from the list on slide 3. They should make a note of the names and prices of the shares. They should then proceed to the next slide to see how their share has performed. The PowerPoint will then take you thorough a series of tables from September 1929, October 1929 to January 1930. Each page is hyperlinked to allow easy progression form one slide to the next. Slide 7 is hyperlinked to a definition of speculation. This could then be placed in students’ glossaries.
Activity 2: 
Slide 9 has a menu page that listed the major causes of the Wall Street Crash. Students can research each cause and then the teacher can go through the information on the PowerPoint. Students can then add addition information in a collaborative way. This can be recorded in their exercise books in the form of a spider diagram
Activity 3:
The causes of the Wall Street Crash can then be categorised into Long term. Short Term and Immediate. Students should then write an extended answer: Which cause do you think was the most  significant in causing the Wall Street Crash?
Plenary:
SPLAT!!! Place key words from the lesson on the board and ask a boy and a girl to the front of the class. You should define the words cryptically at first and the students must slap their hand on the correct word as quickly as possible 1 point for the first no points for coming second!!. (
