Monmouth Comprehensive School
                                    
National Grid for Learning USA 1929 - 1990


Lesson number and title :  
            Lesson 14 Truman on Trial

Aims and objectives: : 
To enable students to have a understanding of the causes of the Cold War and to understanding the historiography of the Cold War

Historical skills: 


Historical Enquiry

Key skills:                                              Citizenship and Working with others



Resources: 
PowerPoint presentation Truman on trial ISM,  Ppt evidence sheets, publisher biography of Stalin and Truman and publisher resource cards


ISM:
 Picture of a trial in a court room students are encouraged to identify    the different elements of a court room. Students should consider why someone would be put on trial and what they would need in order to try a case of their own.
Activity 1: 
Pupils are taken through the summary PowerPoint and should deduce from the images initially the ideological differences between the USSR and the USA. They should then be introduced to the slide of Stalin and Truman. Have the students consider whether or not they are merely men or whether they as national leaders represent more than that i.e. America and Russia and all they stand for. Students may comment that to put Truman on trial is to try America and its way of life. Following slides demonstrate other reasons for the Cold War a combination of factors some of which the USA is responsible for and others are either the fault of the USSR or of mutual responsibility. 


AT THE END OF THE PRESENTATION ARE 2 SLIDES SUMMARISING THE CHARACTERS OF TRUMAN AND STALIN TO USE OR NOT AS YOU SEE FIT.

Activity 2: 
Class are divided into 2 groups, to present the case for and against Truman.   Each group is given all the evidence sheets, to make notes in their scales (see the PowerPoint) 
Activity 3: 
Teacher then introduces what happens in a trial.  The class is divided into 2 (for / against Truman) and roles / activities are assigned: 

· Prosecution lawyers must create speeches that show that Truman is guilty

· Defence lawyers must create speeches to prove that he is innocent!

· Witnesses must work with witness lawyers to create witness statements / question and answer scripts to show that Truman is guilty / innocent.

Plenary:
 (subsequent lessons): role-play the trial out to decide whether Truman is guilty or innocent!
Possible consolidation activity
Set the following exam questions to ensure that students know how to relate what they have learnt to the syllabus:

(1) Describe the Marshall Plan (2 marks)

(2) Explain why the Truman Doctrine was pronounced (6 marks)

(3) Explain why the Cold War started (8 marks)

