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Should America have dropped the atom bomb on Japan?
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In August 1945, America had been bombing Japan and still the Japanese were refusing to surrender.  President Truman ordered that 2 atomic bombs should be dropped on 2 Japanese cities (Hiroshima and Nagasaki).  In total, these 2 bombs killed 115,000 Japanese citizens.  Was Truman justified in ordering that the atom bombs be dropped?

These facts should help you make up your mind!

· During World War 2, the Japanese had captured many islands in the Pacific.  Since 1942, the Americans had been fighting hard to re-gain control of these islands in what was known as “island-hopping”.  There had been many American casualties.

· One of the reasons there were so many casualties was because the Japanese were using suicide bombers to sink American ships.  Japanese pilots would fly their planes deliberately into American ships (the “kamikaze” technique).

· [image: image3.jpg]


Another reason  was that the Japanese were fiercely loyal to the Japanese emperor, who refused to give in to the Americans.  Japanese soldiers would rather die than betray their emperor.

· The Japanese seemed unwilling to surrender even though America was bombing Japanese cities with fire-bombs, causing many deaths.
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The Americans had been developing an atomic bomb since 1941 under the secret Manhattan Project.  This had cost billions of dollars.  An atomic bomb was created, and it was successfully tested in a deserted area in New Mexico.  However, it was not clear how many civilians it would kill if dropped on a city.

· President Truman said that if Japan had to be invaded, then 1 million Americans would die.  Dropping the atomic bombs would save American lives.  The US only had 2 atom bombs.

· Truman distrusted Stalin, the leader of Russia, at this point, and wanted to prove that America was stronger than Russia.

· The Japanese army were prepared to sacrifice the entire civilian population of Japan, rather than surrender.  The leaders of Japan, however, were willing to hold peace talks but didn’t clearly communicate this message to the US.

· On the 6th and 9th of August 1945, 2 atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Japanese industrial towns).
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115,000 Japanese died (although this was far less people than had been killed by the RAF/USAAF bombing of Germany with normal bombs, for example at Dresden in 1945).  Radioactivity affected plants and people for years afterwards, causing birth defects.  The atomic age had begun – from now on populations lived in fear of the bomb.

· The Japanese Emperor immediately surrendered.
