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Lesson number and title :  

Lesson 12 20th Century America in the Wider World: In or Out? 
Aims and objectives: 
To introduce the position of the USA at the start of the twentieth century. To introduce key terms – Isolationism
Historical skills: 


Knowledge and Understanding


Key skills: 



Communication
Resources: 
PowerPoint resource/ Table sheets
Activity 1: 
Pupils are initially challenged to discuss whether or not they would be involved in international affairs if they were an adviser to the president of America TODAY. Pupils discuss the ideas in pairs considering a variety of aspects e.g. American views politics and culture etc and produce tables to help structure their ideas. Pupils can then produce speeches to support their ideas. Once thee speeches have been read any key points can be added to the table provided before a vote takes place. Pupils should have the opportunity to discuss the class view.
Activity 2: 
Pupils are encouraged to consider the situation in the 1920s and how this might have affected American ideas. Pupils can use the images on PowerPoint slide 6 to help refresh themselves of the pertinent issues during this period. Pupils should now attempt to work out the pictogram as it is revealed ice saw lay shun ism. Now ask pupils what the believe this word to mean generally and specifically with regard to American foreign policy during this period.  Have pupils discuss with the aid of the slides the impact of both economic and political isolationism
Activity 3:
Pupils discuss the impact of Pearl Harbour and how it irrevocably changes American Foreign policy.
Activity 4:
This potentially links in to the Illuminatus program which  can be shown to pupils on an interactive white board or through a projector and students can be shown how to link pages to the main map in preparation for future lessons or homework
Plenary:
Pupils must work out what countries America has been involved in since 1945 
