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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaking at the Civil Rights  March on Washington, D.C  This image has been released  into the public domain by the copyright holder,  its  copyright has expired, or it is ineligible for copyright. This  applies worldwide.    
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Malcolm X. Found at  http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/print/083_afr.html#MalcolmX;  photo taken as work for hire by Marion S. Trikosko  for U.S. News & World Report Magazine Collection,  who  has donated it into the public domain    (see http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/print/res/078_usnw.html  ) This image is from HABS/HAER, the   Historic  American Buildings Survey/Historic American  Engineering Recor d  collection at the Library of  Congress.   
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Martin Luther King

The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Ph.D., (January 15th, 1929– April 4th, 1968) was a Nobel Laureate, Baptist Minister, and African American Civil Rights Activist. He is one of the most significant leaders in U.S. history and in the modern history of non-violence, and is considered a hero, peacemaker and martyr by many people around the world. A decade and a half after his 1968 assassination, Martin Luther King Day, a U.S. holiday, was established in his honour. 

In 1954, King became the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery Alabama. He was a leader of the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott which began when Rosa Parks refused to comply with Jim Crow Law and surrender her seat to a white man. The boycott lasted for 381 days. The situation became so tense that King's house was bombed. King was arrested during this campaign, which ended with a United States Supreme Court decision outlawing Racial Segregation on intrastate buses. 

Following the campaign, King was instrumental in the founding of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957, a group created to harness the moral authority and organizing power of black churches to conduct non-violent protests in the service of civil rights reform. King continued to dominate the organization until his death. The organization's non-violent principles were criticized by the younger, more radical blacks and challenged by the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee  (SNCC) then headed by James Foreman.

The SCLC derived its membership principally from black communities associated with Baptist churches. King was an adherent of the philosophies of non-violent civil disobedience used successfully in India by Gandhi, and he applied this philosophy to the protests organized by the SCLC. King correctly identified that organized, non-violent protest against the racist system of southern segregation known as Jim Crow would lead to extensive media coverage of the struggle for black equality and voting rights. Indeed, journalistic accounts and televised footage of the daily deprivation and indignities suffered by southern blacks, and of segregationist violence and harassment of civil rights workers and marchers, produced a wave of sympathetic public opinion that made the Civil Rights Movement the single most important issue in American politics in the early 1960s.

King organized and led marches for blacks' right to vote, desegregation, fair hiring, and other basic civil rights. Most of these rights were achieved in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

King and the SCLC applied the principles of non-violent protest with great success by  choosing the method and the places in which protests were carried out carefully. Sometimes these confrontations turned violent. King and the SCLC were instrumental in the unsuccessful protest movement in Albany, in 1962-1962, where divisions within the black community and the low-key response by local government defeated efforts; in the Birmingham protests in the summer of 1963; and in the protest in St Augustine, Florida, in 1964. King and the SCLC joined forces with SNCC in Selma, Alabama, in December 1964, where the SNCC had been working on voter registration for a number of months.

Perhaps his greatest successes, however, were the Marches of 1965 to Montgomery and Washington which brought world wide attention to the plight of Black people seeking civil rights in America. He continued to work for Civil Rights and gradually shifted his position to call for Democratic Socialism.

His work ended in 1968 with his assassination at the hands of James Earl Ray.

Malcolm X fought for ‘Black Power’


He explained the name he chose by saying,

"To take one's 'X' is to take on a certain mystery, a certain possibility of power in the eyes of one's peers and one's enemies ... The 'X'; announced what you had been and what you had become: Ex-smoker, Ex-drinker, Ex-Christian, Ex-slave." 

The 'X' also stood for the unknown original surname of the slaves from whom Malcolm X descended, in preference to continuing to use a name which would have been given by the slave owner. This rationale made many members of the Nation of Islam choose their own surnames.

Malcolm X was born Malcolm Little in Omaha Nebraska.  His father, an outspoken Baptist lay preacher and supporter of Marcus Garvey, was believed to have been killed by a white supremacist group in 1931. Malcolm and his siblings were split up and sent to different foster homes. 

Malcolm graduated from junior high school at the top of his class, but dropped out when his favourite teacher crushed his dream to be a lawyer by saying that it was "no realistic goal for a nigger". After enduring a series of foster homes, Malcolm was first sent to a detention centre and then later moved to Boston to live with his older half-sister, Ella Little Collins. After some time, he moved to New York, where he became involved in  "hustling"; he also feigned insanity in order to evade the World War II draft.

While in jail in 1948, he received letters from his brother Reginald, asking him to join the Nation of Islam. The NOI defined itself as a militant Islamic sect that preached that most African slaves were Muslims before they were captured and sent to the Americas. They argued that Blacks should reconvert to Islam to reclaim the heritage that was stolen from them. The NOI considered itself to be a black nationalist group which supported the idea of a separate Black nation within the United States. The NOI also considers non-Blacks as subhuman.

Malcolm diligently studied the works of NOI founder Elijah Muhammad, becoming an avid reader and found justification of their beliefs in history and philosophy. He corresponded with Muhammad daily by mail and improved his knowledge and writing by coping out the dictionary. After paroled release in 1952 he bought a suitcase, eyeglasses, and a watch, later saying that these were the items he used most in his later life. 

It was after his release in 1952 that he adopted the ‘X’, a rejection of his slave background and stolen Muslim heritage. In March 1953 the FBI opened a file on him. They decided he had an A social personality type and possible mental instability.

Later that year, Malcolm left his half-sister Ella in Boston to stay with Elijah Muhammad in Chicago. He soon returned to Boston and became the Minister of the Nation of Islam's Temple Number Eleven. He opened several temples and his rousing oratory and spotless personal example led to  the rapid growth of the NOI from 500 in 1952—30,000 in 1963.

He referred to Martin Luther Kings march on Washington as 

"run by whites in front of a statue of a president who has been dead for a hundred years and who didn't like us when he was alive." 

After further provocative remarks ion the death of President Kennedy he was ordered to stop his public speaking for 90 days. Under growing criticism and jealousy he also publicly announced his break from the Nation of Islam, and founded the Muslim Mosque Inc in 1964. At this point, Malcolm still adhered to the teachings of the Nation of Islam. In April, he made the famous Ballot or the Bullet speech. He made numerous journeys to Africa and the Middle East following this to learn first hand of the teachings of Islam.

On February 14, 1965, his home in New York City was firebombed. Malcolm and his family survived. Some say it was done by members of the Nation of Islam. No one has been charged in that crime. A week later Malcolm had just begun delivering a speech when a disturbance broke out in the crowd of 400. A black man rushed forward and shot Malcolm in the chest . Two other men quickly charged towards the stage and fired handguns at Malcolm.  Malcolm X had died at the age of 39. It is widely believed he was murdered by the Nation off Islam.
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Montgomery desegregated buses after bus boycott (1955)





was in that border area. She was arrested on December 1st, 1955 for her refusal to move.





she was a voluntary test case, chosen by the NAACP to challenge this form of segregation.


In church meetings with the new minister in the city, Martin Luther King Jr., a city-wide boycott of public transport as a protest was proposed and passed.





The boycott proved extremely effective, with enough riders lost to the city transit system to cause serious economic distress. Instead of riding buses, boycotters organized a system of carpools, with car owners volunteering their vehicles or themselves driving people to various destinations. Some white housewives also drove their black domestic servants to work. When the city pressured local insurance companies to stop insuring cars used in the carpools, the boycott leaders arranged policies with Lloyds of London.





Black taxi drivers charged ten cents per ride, the cost to ride the bus, in support of the boycott. City officials, tried to fine any cab driver who charged a rider less than 45 cents. In addition to using private motor vehicles, some people tried bicycling and walking, and some hitchhiked. Across the nation, black churches raised money to support the boycott and collected shoes to replace tattered footwear, many of whom walked everywhere, rather than submit to Jim Crow.





In response, opposing whites swelled the ranks of White Citizens’ Council, the membership of which doubled during the course of the boycott. Like the KKK, the Councils sometimes resorted to violence: Martin Luther King and Ralph Abernathy's houses were firebombed, and boycotters were physically attacked.





Under a 1921 ordinance, 156 protestors were arrested for "hindering" a bus, including King. He was ordered to pay a $1,000 fine or serve 386 days in jail. The move backfired by bringing national attention to the protest. Eventually, the United States Supreme Court affirmed a lower court decision that Alabama's racial segregation laws for buses were unconstitutional, handing the protesters a clear victory. This victory led to a city ordinance that allowed black bus passengers to sit virtually anywhere they wanted. Martin Luther King made a speech encouraging support for the decision. The boycott resulted in the US civil rights movement receiving one of its first victories, and gave Martin Luther King the national attention that would make him one of the prime leaders of the cause.





The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a political protest campaign in 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama intended to oppose the city's policy of racial segregation on its public transport system. The struggle led to a United States Supreme Court decision on November 13th 1956 that declared illegal the Alabama and Montgomery laws requiring segregated buses.





The boycott was begun by Rosa Park' refusal to give up her bus seat in favour of a white passenger. In Montgomery, the dividing line between the front seats reserved for white passengers and the back ones reserved for black passengers was not fixed. When the front of the bus was full, the driver could order black passengers sitting towards the front of the bus to surrender their seat. Rosa Parks' seat 





Supreme Court ruled against segregated schools after Linda Brown (1954)





Public Domain





� HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\DOCUME~1\\wrighc\\LOCALS~1\\Temp\\msohtml1\\01\\clip.htm" ��#�In 1951, a class action suit was filed against the Board of Education of the City of Topeka, Kansas in the U.S. District Court. The plaintiffs were thirteen parents on behalf of their twenty children. The suit called for the school district to reverse its policy of racial segregation. The plaintiffs had been recruited by the leadership of the Topeka NAACP.  The named plaintiff, Oliver L. Brown was convinced to join the lawsuit by his childhood friend, Charles Scott. Brown's daughter Linda Brown, a third grader, had to 





walk five blocks to her school bus stop to ride to her segregated black school two miles away, while Sumner Elementary, a white school, was only five blocks from her house.





The District Court ruled in favour of the Board of Education, citing the U.S. Supreme Court precedent which had upheld a state law requiring "separate but equal" segregated facilities for blacks and whites in railway cars. The three-judge District Court found that segregation in public education has a detrimental effect upon negro children, but denied relief on the ground that the negro and white schools in Topeka were substantially equal with respect to buildings, transportation, curricula, and educational qualifications of teachers





The NAACP's chief counsel argued the case before the Supreme Court for the plaintiffs. On 17th May 1954 the Warren Court handed down a unanimous 9-0 decision which stated, in no uncertain terms, that "separate educational facilities are inherently unequal." The 17th May, 1954 decision reversed the Court's previous decision in Cumming v. Richmond County Board of Education, 1899, which had specifically validated the segregation of public schools. Brown did not, however, result in the immediate desegregation of America's public schools, nor did it mandate desegregation of public accommodations, such as restaurants or bathrooms, that were owned by private parties, which would not be accomplished until the passage of Title II of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. However, it was a giant step forwards for the civil rights movement, placing the weight of the Federal Judiciary squarely behind the forces of desegregation.





Little Rock High School (1957) 





In 1957, the Little Rock school board voted to integrate their school system. It was not expected to meet too much resistance since Arkansas was considered a fairly progressive southern state. A crisis erupted, however, when Governor of Arkansas Orval Faubus called out the National Guard on September 4th to prevent the Little Rock Nine from attending high school.





His decision was most likely politically, rather than racially, motivated. In 1956 Faubus indicated that he would investigate bringing Arkansas into compliance with the Brown decision. However, this idea had significant opposition from the more conservative wing of the Arkansas Democratic Party, which controlled politics in that state at the time. If Faubus showed support for integration he would lose support from that wing of the party and would likely have been defeated in the upcoming primary in 1958. Thus, Faubus ordered the Arkansas National Guard to block the students from entering the school.





This act was in defiance of Federal court orders and the United States Supreme Court's ruling in Brown v. The Board of Education (1954) that called for the desegregation of public schools. Faubus's order set him against President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who was determined to enforce the orders of the Federal courts, even though not known as a strong supporter of desegregating public schools.





Eisenhower federalized the National Guard and ordered them to return to their barracks. Eisenhower then deployed elements of the 101st Airborne Division to Little Rock to protect the students. Eisenhower's actions were considered, by many southerners, to be a second invasion by Federal troops. The result was mob violence not only against the students, but also against the so-called "invaders."





Little Rock Nine from Library of Congress


The tenth student is named Jane Hill. She was one of the African Americans planning to attend Central High in 1957 when integration began. After being turned away by the National Guard on her first day, however, she decided to transfer to the nearby all-black Horace Mann High School Public Domain





Sit ins at lunch counters (1960)





A sit-in or sit-down is a form of direct action that involves one or more persons non-violently occupying an area for protest, often political, social, or economic change. Sit-ins were first employed by Mahatma Ghandi and were later expanded on by Dr Martin Luther King and others during the American Civil Rights Movement.





In a sit-in, protesters seat themselves and remain seated until they are evicted, usually by force, or until their requests have been met. Sit-ins have been a highly successful form of protest because they cause disruption that draws attention to the protesters' cause. The forced removal of protesters and sometimes the answer of non-violence with violence often arouses sympathy from the public, increasing the chances of the demonstrators reaching their goal. Sit-ins usually occur indoors at businesses or government offices.





Sit-ins were an integral part of the non-violent strategy of civil disobedience that ultimately ended racial segregation in the United States. The Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Congress of Racial Equality conducted sit-ins as early as the 1940s, but the first nationally publicized sit-in was at a Woolworth’s in Greensboro North Carolina, on February 1st, 1960 where four black students from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College sat down at an all-white Woolworth’s lunch counter, and refused to leave when they were denied service. Hundreds of others soon joined in this first sit-in, which lasted for several months. Such protests quickly spread across the South, ultimately leading to the desegregation of Woolworth's and other chains. . Within weeks, sit-in campaigns had begun in nearly a dozen cities, primarily targeting Woolworth's and S.H. Kress stores. Probably the best organized of these were the Nashville Sit-ins which involved hundreds of participants and led to the successful desegregation of Nashville lunch counters. Many of the participants in sit-ins were college students and Historically Black Colleges and universities played a critical role in implementing sit-ins.





With the encouragement of  students from Wiley and Bishop Colleges organized the first sit-ins in Texas in the rotunda of the Harrison County Courthouse in Marshall, Texas; a move that directly challenged the oldest White Citizens’ Party in Texas and would culminate in the reversal of Jim Crow laws in the state and the desegregation of postgraduate studies in Texas by the Sweatt v. Painter verdict.





Freedom rides (1961)





The Freedom Rides were a series of student political protests performed in 1961 as part of the US civil rights movement. Student volunteers, African-American and white, called Freedom Riders rode in interstate buses into the pro-segregationist U.S. South to test the 1960 United States Supreme Court decision Boynton v. Virginia 364 U.S. 454 that outlawed racial segregation in interstate public facilities, including bus stations. The rides were organized by activists from the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) as well as the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). 





They followed on the heels of dramatic sit-ins against segregation held by students and youth throughout the U.S. South the previous year. The names of the riders included James L Farmer, William Mahoney, John Lewis, James Zwerg, James Peck, Frederick Leonard, Diane Nash, and William Sloan Coffin, among others. Technically, the Riders were not engaging in civil disobedience since they had the clear legal right to disregard any segregation rules in the states they visited concerning interstate public facilities. However, the volunteers still had to use their doctrine of non-violent resistance in facing both mob violence and mass arrest by authorities who were determined to stop this protest. 





One of the worst cases of violence occurred in Montgomery, Alabama, where a mob beat some riders so badly they had permanent injuries. Meanwhile, the Federal Government was criticized for not giving a concerted effort to protect the riders. Eventually, the publicity resulting from the rides and the violent reaction to them led to a stricter enforcement of the earlier Supreme Court decision. The activists in the campaign gained credibility among blacks in rural communities of the South, who were impressed by the riders' determination and heroism in the face of great danger. This credibility helped many of the subsequent Civil Rights campaigns, including campaigns for voter registration, freedom schools, and electoral campaigns.





There was one Freedom Ride prior to the famous ones; in 1947, Bayard Rustin and George Houser of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) organized a Freedom Ride through the South following a Supreme Court ruling desegregating the buses themselves (though not the bus terminals) in interstate travel. One rider, James Peck, would also participate in the 1961 ride.
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Stokely Carmichael fought for ‘Black Power’





Stokely Carmichael (1941-1998), also known as Kwame Ture, was a Trinidadian Black activist and leader of the Student Non-violent Coordination Committee and the Black Panther Party. He later became a Black separatist and Pan-Africanist.





At University Carmichael joined the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). In his first year at the university he participated in the Freedom Rides of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and was arrested, spending time in jail. He would go on to be arrested many times, losing count at 32.





He became chair of SNCC in 1966, taking over from John Lewis. A few weeks after Carmichael took over SNCC James Meredith was shot by a sniper during his solitary March Against Fear. Carmichael joined King, Floyd McKissick, and others to continue Meredith's march. He was arrested during the march; on his release he gave his "Black Power" speech, using that phrase to urge Black pride and independence:





It is a call for Black people in this country to unite, to recognize their heritage, to build a sense of community. It is a call for Black people to define their own goals, to lead their own organizations.





While Black Power was not a new concept, Carmichael's speech brought it into the spotlight and it became a rallying cry for young African American's across the country. SNCC embraced this new vision and gradually became more radical under his leadership.





Carmichael saw non-violence as a tactic as opposed to a principle, which separated him from moderate civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King. He was critical of civil rights leaders that simply called for integration of African American's into the existing institutions of white middle class culture. Carmichael saw this as unrealistic and an insult to the culture and identity of African Americans.





In 1967, Carmichael stepped down from leadership of SNCC. He and Charles V. Hamilton wrote the book, Black Power. He joined the Black Panther Party and became a strong critic of the Vietnam War. He travelled to North Vietnam, China, and Cuba. Carmichael was made an honorary prime minister of the Black Panthers in 1968.





In 1969, Carmichael and his wife moved to Guinea, in West Africa, and he became an aide to Guinean prime minister. There, in 1971, he wrote the book, Stokely Speaks: Black Power Back to Pan-Africanism. 





The Selma and Washington Marches of 1965 





The Selma March





King and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee  (SNCC) attempted to organise a march from Selma to Montgomery for March 25th 1965. It was first attempted with out MLK on the 7th but this was aborted due to police and heavy local resistance. This day since has become known as Bloody Sunday. Bloody Sunday was a major turning point in the effort to gain public support for the Civil Rights Movement. Hosea Williams of the SCLC and John Lewis of SNCC led a march of 600 people. Only six blocks into the march, however, the protestors were attacked with Billy clubs, tear gas, rubber tubes wrapped in barbed wire and bull whips, driving them back into Selma. John Lewis was knocked unconscious and others  were hospitalized. The footage of the police brutality against the protestors was broadcast extensively across the nation and created a sense of public outrage.





The national broadcast of lawmen attacking unresisting marchers  provoked a national response. Johnson delivered a televised address to Congress eight days after the first march in support of the voting rights bill he had sent to Congress. 





In it he stated:


“Their cause must be our cause too. Because it is not just Negroes, but really it is all of us, who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice. And we shall overcome.” 








The second attempt at the march on March 9th was also aborted. The march finally went ahead fully on March 25th, with the agreement and support of President Johnson, and it was during this march that Willie Ricks coined the phrase "Black Power".





The Washington March





President Kennedy initially opposed the march because he was concerned it would harm the drive for civil rights legislation, but the organizers were convinced that the march should proceed.


The march originally intended to highlight the desperate condition of blacks in the South and to place  concerns and grievances  before the seat of power in the nation's capital. Organisers intended to challenge the federal government for its failure to safeguard the civil rights and  safety of civil rights workers and blacks, generally, in the South. However, the lead protestors bowed to presidential pressure and moderated their agenda.





As a result, some civil rights activists who felt it presented an inaccurate, sanitized pageant of racial harmony; Malcolm X called it the "Farce on Washington," and members of the Nation of Islam who attended the march faced a temporary suspension.


The march demanded: 





an end to racial segregation in public school 


meaningful civil rights legislation, including a law prohibiting racial discrimination in employment; 


protection of civil rights workers from police brutality; 


a $2 minimum wage for all workers


self-government for the District of Columbia





Despite tensions, the march was a resounding success. More than a quarter of a million people of different ethnic backgrounds attended the event. At the time, it was the largest gathering of protestors in Washington's history. King's “I have a Dream” speech electrified the crowd. It is regarded, as one of the finest speeches in the history of American oratory.











Civil Rights Act banned discrimination (1964)











The Civil Rights Act of 1964 in the United States was landmark legislation. The original purpose of the Bill was to protect black men from job (and other) discrimination, but at the last minute in an attempt to kill the bill, it was expanded to include protection for women. As a result it formed a political impetus for feminism.





The CRA of 1964 transformed American society. It prohibited discrimination in public facilities, in government and in employment.





This simple statement understates the large shift in American society that occurred as a result. The Jim Crow Laws in the South were abolished, and it was illegal to compel segregation of the races in schools, housing, or hiring. Although initially enforcement powers were weak, they grew over the years, and such later programs as affirmative action were made possible by the Civil Rights Act.





		Barred unequal application of voter registration requirements, but did not abolish literacy tests 	some	times used to disqualify African Americans and poor white voters.


	Outlawed discrimination in hotels, motels, restaurants, theaters, and all other public accommodations 	engaged in interstate commerce; exempted private clubs without defining "private," thereby allowing a 	loophole.





2.		Encouraged the desegregation of public schools and authorized the U. S. Attorney General to 	file suits 	to force desegregation, but did not authorize busing as a means to overcome segregation 	based on 	residence.





3.		Authorized but did not require withdrawal of federal funds from programs which practiced dis	criminations.





	


4.		 outlaws discrimination in employment in any business on the basis of race, national origin, sex, 	or religion. Title VII also prohibits retaliation against employees who oppose such unlawful discrimina	tion. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) enforced this. 








The bill divided both political parties and engendered a long-term change in the demographics of both. President Lyndon Johnson realized that supporting this bill would mean losing the South's overwhelming Democratic Party majority (which did happen, with some exceptions). After the Democrats led an 83 day campaign against the bill, with WV senator Robert Byrd speaking for more than 14 straight hours, both parties voted overwhelmingly in favour of the Act, enabling its passage. One notable exception was senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona, who voted against the bill, remarking "you can't legislate morality". Other notable exceptions were Tennessee senator Albert Gore Snr. and Arkansas senator J William Fulbright. President Johnson signed the bill into law on July 2nd, 1964. Goldwater went on to secure his party's nomination for the presidency, and in the ensuing election, Goldwater won only his home state of Arizona and five of the Deep South states – 4 of which had never voted Republican since the election of1876. This marked the beginning of the end of the Solid South.











This image is a work of an employee of the Executive office of the President of the United States, taken or made during the course of the person's official duties. As a work of the U.S. Federal Government, the image is in the Public Domain. 





The Voting Rights Act gave vote to African Americans (1965) 





Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act on August 6th. The 1965 Act suspended literacy tests and other voter tests and authorized federal supervision of voter registration in states and individual voting districts where such tests were being used. African-Americans who had been barred from registering to vote finally had an alternative to the courts. If voting discrimination occurred, the 1965 Act authorized the attorney general to send federal examiners to replace local registrars. 





Within months of its passage on August 6, 1965, one quarter of a million new black voters had been registered, one third by federal examiners. Within four years, voter registration in the South had more than doubled. In 1965, Mississippi had the highest black voter turnout--74%--and led the nation in the number of black leaders elected. In 1969, Tennessee had a 92.1% turnout;  Arkansas, 77.9%; and Texas, 73.1%.





Winning the right to vote changed the political landscape of the South. When Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, barely 100 African-Americans held elective office in the U.S.; by 1989 there were more than 7,200, including more than 4,800 in the South. 











Official portrait of Lyndon B. Johnson





(public domain)





Source: LBJ Library


Photo by: Yoichi R. Okamoto


Date: 9.Januar 1969





Black Power





The chant of "Black Power" was popularized in the U.S. by Willie Ricks (now known as Mukasa) in the 1960s. Willie Ricks was an organizer and agitator working for the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). 





The movement for Black Power in the U.S. came during the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s. Many SNCC members were becoming critical of the political line articulated by Martin Luther King Jr., among others, which advocated non-violent resistance to racism, and the ultimate goal of desegregation. SNCC members thought that blacks in the U.S. would be dominated by whites as long as they were citizens of a majority white nation. Because of this, SNCC adopted the principle of self-determination (i.e. Black Power, in the case of black people).





SNCC also saw that some white racists had no qualms about the use of violence against blacks in the U.S. who would not "stay in their place," and that accommodationist Civil Rights strategies failed to secure sufficient concessions for blacks. As a result, as the Civil Rights Movement wore on, more radical, violent undertones (best exemplified by groups like the Black Panthers intensified and began to more aggressively challenge white control.





Willie Ricks won the support of thousands, whenever he spoke to a crowd of working-class Africans, when he chanted "Black Power" — but even as that idea was becoming dominant among the masses, who faced the reality of everyday warfare being waged against them and their community, Martin Luther King continued to campaign for what he termed an "integrated power."
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