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Lesson number and title :  

Lesson 11 An overview of America and the World
Aims and objectives: 
To give students a solid overview of the entire period and familiarising them with content. This lesson should also help pupils see patterns and contextualise the different events of the cold war.
Historical skills: 


Organisation and Communication/ Knowledge and Understanding
Key skills: 





Resources: 
PowerPoints, copy of We didn’t start the fire by Billy Joel, Publisher Cards, Publisher tables document to use as/if required.
Note:
You may wish to enlarge the tables within the PowerPoint if you intend to use them with an interactive white board.

Activity 1: 
Pupils listen to Billy Joel’s we didn’t start the fire listening out for American involvement in the wider world. After the song has finished discuss what students have picked out (may be worth looking at the topics brought up before the lesson and having a brief aid sheet)
Activity 2: 
Show pupils the images on slide 24/2 and have them work out what each represents. Have the students consider what this suggests about US foreign policy in this period.
Activity 3:
Pupils should use the anagrams to work out that at various times American foreign policy is inactive reactive or proactive

Activity 4:
Pupils should be given access to the publisher file or a card sheet or laminated cards depending on the format you wish the rest of the lesson to take and sort the events out into chronological order. These can either be moved around the original document cut and transferred to a table, cut out and stuck in or put into note form in an exercise book

Activity 5:
Pupils should then determine whether or not they perceive the U.S.’s approach to be inactive, Reactive or proactive. This can be done through colour coding, a separate table or in the same table depending on personal preference.

Activity 6:

Pupils should now discuss with a partner / or group the relative success of America’s foreign policy as best they can and complete their table / fill in a separate one.

Activity 7:
Pupils should produce a structured account of America’s foreign policy in the 20th century discussing the methods employed and results gained. 

Plenary:
A game of Splat the teacher / or students mention an event and pupils at the front (boy and Girl) must judge whether the US response was inactive reactive or proactive


