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America and the Wider World Timeline and Card sort





Aims:-





Through sorting the cards you should acquire a chronological over view of the period.


You will gain an awareness of the nature and areas of American involvement around the World in the 20th century.


 


Instructions:-





Read through the cards, consider: when the event took place, America’s aims and the nature of her involvement be it non active, reactive or proactive.


Try sorting the cards out into different sets of categories. For example you could sort them out according to when they occurred, or whether you feel America’s policy was non active, reactive or proactive.


Using the line provided copy and paste the events into the correct chronological order.


Using the Table provided now decide on the nature of American Involvement.


Finally copy and paste the cards into effective and ineffective policy table.  








The Berlin Airlift 1948-1949


President Truman refused to give the Soviet Union reparations from West Germany's industrial plants; Stalin responded by splitting off the Soviet sector of Germany as a Communist state. On June 25th America gave the order to launch a massive airlift (ultimately lasting 324 days) that flew supplies into the West Berlin.  The USSR lifted its blockade at 23:59, on 11th May 1949. However, the airlift did not end until September 30th. 





1945 Hiroshima and Nagasaki


Fearing a significant loss of life from an invasion of Japan due to their resolute defence America dropped two atom bombs on Japan to close out the war as swiftly as possible. This first use of Nuclear weapons heralded not only the end of World War 2 but also the beginning of the Cold War and the Arms Race.  





1941-1945 World War 2


Following the Surprise attack on Pearl Harbour 7th December 1941 America reacted swiftly to begin its campaign in both the Pacific and European Theatres of war. Following the D Day landings in Normandy1944 and the successful Island hopping Tactics across the Pacific World War 2 ended in 1945.





1920-1941 Isolationism 





After the first World War America rejected President Wilson’s League of Nations and retreated within its own borders. America became extremely wealthy in the 1920s and  during the great depression of the 1930s became even more inward looking in order to try and solve its new found problems through policies such as President Roosevelt’s “New Deal”.





The Truman Doctrine May 22nd 1947





This stated that America would support "free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures." America was concerned that Russia was becoming involved in Iran, Turkey and Greece. This saw a change in American policy toward Russia now called “CONTAINMENT”. The doctrine was  aimed at assisting governments resisting communism. Truman insisted that if they did not help Greece and Turkey,  they would fall to communism creating a “DOMINO EFFECT”.





Cuban Missile Crisis 1962





The Cuban Missile Crisis was a tense confrontation between the USSR and the U.S. over the Soviet deployment of Nuclear Missiles in Cuba. The crisis began on October 14th and lasted for 38 days until November 20th. It is regarded as the moment when the Cold War was closest to becoming World War III. Eventually Russia backed down but not before America had also made some concessions. 





The Space Race 1957-1975





It involved the USA and USSR competing against each other to be the first to explore space with satellites, to send animals and humans into space, and to land people on the moon. The Space Race became an important part of the rivalry between the USSR and the U.S. during the Cold War. It was important because of its military applications as well as the psychological benefit of raising morale.





The Marshal Plan 1947


 The Marshall Plan, known officially as the European Recovery Program (ERP), was the main plan of the United States for rebuilding Europe after Word War II. The plan was developed at a meeting of European states in July 1947. Although invited Stalin refused to allow Soviet controlled states to attend. The plan was in operation for four years beginning in July 1947. $13 billion (equivalent to nearly $100 billion in 2005) of economic and tech-			 nical help was given to help European recovery. 








Salt 2 1979 


SALT II saw the U.S. and the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics meet for Strategic Arms Limitation Talks from 1972-1979. Their purpose was to reduce the production of Nuclear weapons. An agreement to limit strategic launchers was reached  on June 18th, 1979. Although it was signed by both President Carter and Brezhnev it was never ratified due to the Russian invasion of Afghanistan. Both sides, however, honoured the agreement. Later talks would begin again as  the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty  (Start) and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.





Salt 1 1972


Negotiations lasted from November 1969 until May 1972 in a series of meetings beginning in Helsinki on 17 November, 1969. Further sessions alternated between Vienna and Helsinki. After a long deadlock, the first results of SALT I came in May 1971, when agreement was reached over ABM systems. Further discussion brought the negotiations to an end on 26th May, 1972 in Moscow when President Nixon and Leonid Brezhnev signed the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.





The Vietnam War 1965-1972


Fighting began in 1957, and with U.S., Soviet and Chinese involvement , it  increased and spread into neighbouring Cambodia and Laos. South Viet-Nam and the USA presented the war as a fight against the spread of Communism throughout the Indo-China region. However, North Vietnam and the Viet Cong claimed it was a war of reunification and to expel a foreign aggressor


After fifteen years of  fighting and terrible civilian and military casualties U.S. involvement ended with the signing of the Paris Peace Accords in 1973. The North Vietnamese had won resulting in the biggest disaster of the Cold War for the American government in terms of American society’s reaction and that of the wider world. 





The Korean War June 25th, 1950 to July 27th, 1953, 





This was a conflict between North and South Korea but escalated into a confrontation between the USA, with her united nations allies, and the communist states of the Soviet Union and China. 


In the United States, the conflict was termed a Police Action under the guise of the United Nations rather than a war.  America were once again concerned about the “DOMINO THEORY”. After a series of advances by both sides a stalemate was reached over the 38th Parallel.





Nixon Opens China 1971


Nixon believed that excluding Communist China from world affairs had a harmful effect. The Americans hoped that improved relations with China could help them in the Southeast Asia to deal with Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos and that if China would align with the U.S. it would mean a major redistribution of  power against the Soviets and benefit U.S. business. On July 15, 1971, President Nixon revealed that he, the President, had been invited to visit mainland China. This announcement caused immediate shock around the world. In the United States some of the most hard-line anti-communists spoke against the decision, but most politicians and the people supported the move. 





Détente 1969-1979


Détente was  the general reduction in the tension between the Soviet Union and the United States and a weakening of the Cold War, occurring from the late 1960s until the start of the 1980s. It began with summit meetings to limit the development and production of nuclear weapons but also led to increased trade between the east and west. Détente began to collapse in 1979 after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the election of President Reagan.





The 1st Gulf War 1990-1





The Gulf War was between Iraq and a coalition force of 34 countries from the United Nations led by the U.S.


When Iraq invaded Kuwait on 2nd August 1990 the U.N. immediately issued sanctions against Sadam Hussein. The U.N. and U.S. force began a counter offensive in January 1991, resulting in a decisive victory, which drove Iraqi forces out of Kuwait.





The Arms Race 1945-1970


The nuclear arms race was a competition for both quantity and quality in Nuclear Weapons between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. By the 1950s both the US and USSR had the power to destroy the other side. Both sides developed a "second-strike" capability. This meant that even if they sustained a full assault they could still destroy the other. This policy was part of what became known officially as Mutually Assured Destruction: because both sides knew that they would be destroyed neither side would use their missiles.
































