



Why did revolution break out in 1905 and what consequences did it have on the Tsarist rule of Russia?








4. BLOODY SUNDAY





The years 1902-4 saw bad harvests, strikes and rising inflation.


In 1905 the Russians were defeated by the Japanese in a war.  Soldiers told stories of incompetent leaders and lack of supplies.


On 22nd January 1905 Father Gupon led 200,000 workers on the Tsar’s Winter Palace to hand in a petition.  Troops fired on the demonstrators.  This event became known as “Bloody Sunday. ”There was strong reaction to the events of Bloody Sunday.  Half a million workers went on strike and the Tsar’s uncle Sergei Alekandrovich was assassinated





3. OPPOSITION TO THE TSAR





The Liberals – mostly educated middle-class Russians who wanted their country to become a democracy like other European powers.


The Social Revolutionaries.  These were a radical group who wanted Russia’s land divided amongst the peasants, not kept by the wealthy landowners.


The Social Democratic Party.  This based its views on Karl Marx.  It wanted factory workers to help set up a socialist, and eventually communist, system in Russia.  This party later divided into Mensheviks and Bolsheviks








2. THE CHARACTER OF NICHOLAS II AND HIS ABILITY TO GOVERN





Nicholas would sooner spend time with his family than on government matters


He used violence against anyone who opposed him


He knew little about his people and did not visit distant parts of Russia to find out about them .


He was heavily influenced by his wife Tsarina Alexandra








1.  NATURE AND STRUCTURE OF RUSSIA 1905





Russia was a huge but underdeveloped country.  Its peasants often faced starvation and its industrial workers lived and worked in terrible conditions.


The Tsar and the nobility (1% of the population) had almost all the wealth and all the political power.


The Tsar had complete control of how the country was run.  He appointed a Committee of Ministers to help him govern and had a secret police, the Okhrana, to deal with any opposition.  Yet Tsar Nicholas was not an able leader and made many mistakes.


The Tsar was also supported by the Russian Orthodox Church, whose priests taught that it was a sin to oppose the Tsar.


Despite the lack of political freedoms and their poor living conditions, many of the Russian people adored the Tsar and believed that their problems were caused by him selecting ‘poor’ ministers





6.STOLYPIN AND HIS POLICIES


Stolypin, the Prime Minister from 1906, wanted reforms for a slow and natural rate of growth in industry.  He introduced special peasant banks so peasants could buy their own land.  These peasants became known as Kulaks and were hated by the poorer peasants.


Stolypin set up special courts to deal with revolutionaries.  Over 1,000 terrorists were executed and 20,000 sent into exile.


Stolypin was murdered in 1911 by a revolutionary.


The Tsar’s family, especially the Tsarina, came increasingly under the influence of Rasputin.  Rasputin became powerful and even sacked and appointed government ministers.  He was killed by angry nobles in 1916








5. 1905 REVOLUTION AND THE OCTOBER MANIFESTO





In May 1905 the unions of Russia joined together to form the Union on Unions.


In June the crew of the battleship Potemkin mutinied.


In St. Petersburg there was a general strike and a council, or soviet, was formed to organise the strike.


In the October Manifesto Nicholas agreed to set up a parliament (Duma), allow all Russians to vote, and allow the setting up of political parties and freedom of speech.


There were four Dumas between 1905 and 1917.  Two were dismissed by the Tsar for asking for reforms.  The last two survived longer because they knew how to behave.











