





What factors led to the Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917?








Calendar Problems





The Russian calendar was behind the Western one at this time – by about two weeks. This means the “October” Revolution took place in November, and the February Revolution in our March. Make sure you are consistent – use either the western or Russian Calendar, but not both. 





6. THE KORNILOV AFFAIR





Kerensky had appointed Kornilov as supreme commander of the army.


In September Kornilov turned his army back from the front and marched against the Provisional Government to seize power.


Kerensky had to give weapons to the Bolsheviks and the Petrograd Soviet to save his government from a military take over.


Bolshevik railway workers and Red Guards were waiting to stop Kornilov’s advance – but all his soldiers deserted him and fled.


The Bolsheviks were now the real power in Russia. Lenin returned in October and encouraged Trotsky to prepare plans for seizing power








What factors led to the Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917?





7. THE STORMING OF THE WINTER PALACE AND THE BOLSHEVIK SEIZURE OF POWER





The October Revolution 1917


The Bolshevik Central Committee under Lenin voted on October 23rd for revolution. Detailed plans were made by Trotsky to seize important buildings in Petrograd and arrest ministers.


Red Guards take control of important points – railway stations and telephone exchanges.


Kerensky leaves Petrograd to try and raise a force of loyal troops.


Attack on Winter Palace signal given by cruiser Aurora. Provisional Government members arrested.





SUMMARY: REASONS FOR BOLSHEVIK SUCCESS





They were strong in key political and administrative centres, especially Petrograd.


They had their won training military force – the Red Guards.


They had planned clear strategies.


The continuing problems of war and famine, and the breakdown of law and order were not dealt with by the Provisional Government, who had become a weak target.


The vision and ability of Lenin –


he was a quick-thinking leader


who inspired his Party.





1. THE IMPACT OF THE WAR AND ROLE OF NICHOLAS II





Patriotism and loyalty to the Tsar were revived.


At first Russia won a few victories but the lost hundreds of thousands of men at the battles of Tannenberg and Masurian Lakes.


1,700,000 soldiers dead by end of 1917.


There were shortages of rifles and munitions (even boots).


Military leadership was bad – the Tsar took personal command in 1915.


The Russian forces had been pushed by the Germans into their own territory.


Inflation led to prices quadrupling between 1914 and 1917.


There was widespread hunger and food shortages at home.


When the Tsar took personal command he left his wife in charge who was under the spell of Rasputin.





4. THE PETROGRAD SOVIET AND THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT


In March 1917 the Provisional Government took office and Alexander Kerensky took over as leader from Prince Ivor.


It wasn’t supposed to stay in power – but economic crisis made elections impossible.


Inflation grew worse, food shortages, and peasants began to seize land.


The new government didn’t end the war – soldiers and sailors began to mutiny.


As regards land reform, the government decided to wait until a ‘Constituent Assembly’ was elected in November.


In Petrograd the real power lay in the hands of the Soviet which had been formed in March 1917. Since Kerensky was a leading member of the Soviet, the Provisional Government was supported at first, but soon lost support.


A network of soviets was established – the Petrograd Soviet became the alternative government. Workers were told to strike. The Petrograd Soviet issued Order No 1, which said soldiers should not obey the Provisional Government if opposed by the Petrograd Soviet.


Opposition from revolutionaries.





3. REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES


The main Revolutionary Parties were taken by surprise – this was a real people’s revolution.


The Provisional Government faced opposition from the Revolutionaries, who wanted power for themselves.


The SRP (see earlier) wanted a peasants’ revolt.


The SDLP (see earlier) wanted to set up a state based on communism.


The SDLP in 1903 split into two groups. The Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks. Lenin led the Bolsheviks.


During the war Lenin was in exile in Switzerland. When the ‘February’ revolution came he returned to Russia to rally the Bolshevik cause.


The Germans helped him to return in a sealed train in 


1917 because they hoped he would cause another revolution and that Russia would end the war.








5. THE BOLSHEVIKS PREPARE FOR FURTHER REVOLUTION


The role of Lenin:


When Lenin arrived in Russia he issued a document called the April Theses, promising “Pease, Break, Land and Freedom”.


He called for an end to the war and demanded power should be given to the Soviets – elected committees of workers, peasants and soldiers.


He demanded a Revolution against the Provisional Government.


The Bolsheviks gained increasing support among workers and soldiers with their slogan: “ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS”.


In July 1917 the Bolsheviks tried to take control of the Government but were defeated and Lenin was forced to leave the country and flee to Finland. Kerensky had turned public opinion against him by accusing him of being in the pay of the Germans.


Leon Trotsky set up the Red Guards – a Bolshevik military force.


At the same time the Bolsheviks won control of the Soviets, and Trotsky was chairman of the Petrograd Soviet.











2. THE ‘FEBRUARY REVOLUTION’ 1917


The war speeded up the process of change.


The winter of 1916-17 was extremely cold, making even worse the shortages of fuel and food.


There were strikes and demonstrations.  On 8th March 1917 200,000 demonstrators called for the overthrow of the Tsar.


On 11th March Nicholas ordered that these demonstrations be put down.  Rodzyanko – Presidents of the Duma, told the Tsar that the situation was at crises point.  The Tsarina told the Tsar to ignore him.


On 12th March soldiers in Petrograd refused to fire on the crowds and began deserting.


12 members of the Duma formed a Provisional Government, led by Prince Lvov.


15th March the Tsar abdicates after failing to get back to Petrograd.











