



What were the features of Lenin’s final three years in power ?








1. THE KRONDSTADT NAVAL BASE MUTINIED.


The sailors were unhappy with the lack of progress, the famine and the terror.  They  mutinied and seized the base near Petrograd, in March 1921.


The Krondstadt sailors had supported the Communists in 1917 – especially Trotsky’s leadership in Petrograd.


Despite this, Lenin and Trotsky were worried that dissent might spread when the ice around the island base thawed and let the sailors leave.


Trotsky ordered the Red Army to put down the mutiny.


The Red Army attacked losing many men, but captured it in a brutal battle.


Many rebels were killed in the fighting – those who were left were executed afterwards as traitors.


There were other revolts – Peasants in Tambov Province robbed food convoys and many factories suffered strikes and unrest.





6. LENIN DIED ON JANUARY 21ST 1924.





He had a stroke in 1922 and wasn’t able to rule.  Petrograd became Leningrad in his honour.





1870 	 Lenin born


1989	 First Congress Russian Soviet Democratic Workers Party


1903	 Bolsheviks (majority) split from the    Mensheviks (minority)


1917	 First Revolution – Provisional Government (Karensky)


APRIL	Lenin outlines plan to overthrow


JULY	Bolshevik rising defeated


1918	March – Peace treaty with Germany (Brest-Litovsky)


1918-20	 Civil War Reds vs Whites


1918-21	 Famine – Kronstadt rebellion


	 New economic policy


Lenin ill.


Policy led by Stalin, Zinoviev and Kamenev








5. HOW DID THE COMMUNISTS TRY TO CHANGE RUSSIA?


Equality, the family and the role of women.


Religion.


Education.


Arts.


Changes in Village Life.











4. LENIN’S KEY STRENGTHS A LEADER.


His organisation and leadership of the Bolshevik party transformed it.


He had a pragmatic and realistic approach to problems.


He was able to ‘seize the moment’ which was vital in the Bolsheviks gaining power.


He could be ruthless – he set up CHEKA (Secret Police) and the labour camps.  He also wasn’t afraid to change his policies – e.g. he was able to adopt War Communism to win the Civil War, and then to introduce the NEP afterwards to help the economy recover.











3. THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY


The New Economic Policy Reversed War Communism


Peasants could sell surplus food produce and pay tax on profits.


It allowed small business, like shops and small factories, that weren’t state owned and could therefore make a profit.


Vital industries such as coal, iron, steel, railways, shipping and finance stayed in State hands.  But here experts were brought in on higher salaries, and extra wages were paid for efficiency.


NEP allowed economic recovery – by 1928 industrial and food production levels were about the same as in 1914, and some people grew richer. -Communist Political Control Grew


A ‘purge’ in 1921 expelled about one-third of party members who didn’t agree with Lenin.


Communist governments were imposed in areas recaptured in the Civil War, against the will of independent Nationalists such as in the Ukraine.


In 1924 a new constitution established the USSR – Unions of Soviet Socialist Republics.


Each Republic had a government with some policy freedom, but they all had to be communist, and the system was run centrally by the Politburo – the senior council.





2. LENIN DECIDED TO CHANGE COMMUNIST POLICY.


Communism was pushing ahead ‘too fast’ – Trotsky had recognised the economic crises in 1920 and suggested a change of policy to encourage businesses.  Lenin rejected this at first.


Now the Civil War was won, the Communists needed to keep control of public opinion.


This meant a policy of Complete Party Unity – no dissent or splits allowed.


In 1921 Lenin introduced a New Economic Policy to restore order and increase prosperity after the chaos of Revolution, Civil War and War communism.











