






How did the Bolsheviks establish a Communist state in Russia and why were the Bolsheviks victorious in the Civil War?





1. THE BOLSHEVIKS ESTABLISHED CONTROL


The All Russian Congress of soviets gave power to the 15 Bolshevik People’s Commissars under Lenin on the 8th November 1917.


Soldiers were sent into the countryside to seize grain to feed the towns.


The Bolsheviks controlled the main centres of power and used telegraph communications to spread their revolutionary message.


Elections were held for a new Constituent Assembly.  Bolsheviks won 175 seats out of 707, with most seats going to the SRP which had peasant support.


After one day the Red Guards closed down the Assembly – January 1918.


The Bolsheviks became the Communist Party, the only legal party in Russia.


The Bolsheviks quickly brought the war with Germany to an end and agreed to sign the harsh terms of the Treaty of Brest – Litovisk in March 1918. Russia lost 1/6 its population, ¼ its farmland, ¼ its railways and ¾ its heavy industry





2.  A CIVIL WAR WAS INEVITABLE


Lenin and Trotsky were prepared for this.  The reasons were:


The Communists had seized power suddenly and repressed the elected National Assembly – they had also outlawed political opposition, so many people saw them as a danger.


Anti-Communist army officers were no longer fighting Germany – many were Royalists and wanted the return of the Tsar – and now they could attach the communists.


Communism wanted a world revolution – the Comintern (Third International) was formed under Zinoviev to promote revolution abroad and to encourage friendly governments in nearby European countries.


The Government moved from Petrograd to Moscow in March 1918 – Leon Trotsky began to build an efficient Red Army to fight the civil war.





6. REASONS FOR THE RED ARMY VICTORY


Red forces were united, while White forces were divided and didn’t work together to surround their enemy – this meant the Reds could fight the White armies one by one, instead of fighting on several fronts at the same time.  Trotsky was also a brilliant leader.


White forces were a long way apart and couldn’t stay in touch to coordinate attacks.  Some had different political opinions – which meant they didn’t want to work together.


Patriotic Russians supported the Reds – the Whites were led by nobles and foreign armies.


Foreign military support was soon withdrawn as it became clear the Reds would win.


The Communists controlled the main cities and communications systems – and the railways.


The strict and ruthless laws of War Communism helped obtain supplies for the Reds.


When the Red Army had defeated its enemies in Russia it carried on and pushed into Poland, hoping to link up with Communists in Germany to spread revolution throughout Europe – but it was defeated by the Poles outside Warsaw in late 1920, ending the Civil War.








3. THE TSAR AND HIS FAMILY WERE KILLED


The Tsar and his family were held prisoner in a basement at Ekaterinburg, because the Communists knew they were an important symbol for the White cause.  The official version says they were executed as White forces approached the town.


There are many arguments among historians about whether some of the family, including Anastasia (the Tsar’s daughter) were actually able to escape by train.  Several people later claimed to be Anastasia.








5. WAR COMMUNISM AND MUTINY


War Communism – a Strict System to Win the War


Farms and Factories were put under state control – private trade was banned.


Food was taken for soldiers and industrial workers – peasants who refused to hand to hand it over to t1he Red Army were shot or sent to forced labour camps.


The Secret Police (CHEKA) hunted and executed any enemies of the state.


Industrial workers weren’t allowed to strike or be absent from work.  They could be sent to any region.  Experts were brought in to improve efficiency.


Everyone between 16-60 had to work except for the sick and pregnant women.











 


4.  THE CIVIL WAR 1918 – 1920


This war began in the spring of 1918 and lasted until the end of 1920.


Anti-Communist Forces Surrounded Red Russia


These armies were called the “Whites” – the colour of the Tsarist state.


There were many White groups who often had different aims and purposes – a key problem.


Britain, France and the USA sent troops to help the Whites – trying to restart the Eastern Front against Germany, and worried by Communist ideas of world revolution











