
The Power struggle to succeed Lenin.


Stalin vs. Trotsky








SEVERAL LEADERS STRUGGLED TO SUCCEED LENIN





Trotsky was the most able and popular with the army and Party members.  He led the Red Army brilliantly during the Civil War, but some people thought he was too arrogant and he laced support in the Politburo.  He had been a Menshevik and he often made enemies.


Kinoviev and Kamanev were left-wingers who agreed with Trotsky’s ideas about State control of land and continuing the revolution.  But they were determined to sop Trotsky becoming Party leader.  Zinoviev was a popular man and had been a friend of Lenin.


Stalin didn’t seem likely to lead the party.  He had accumulated power through good organisation ‘behind the scenes’ in his work as General Secretary of the Party.


Lenin’s testament talked about who might succeed him – he said Trotsky was arrogant but able and said Stalin should be removed from office because he was too rude and ambitious.














4. STALIN DESTROYED THE LEFTISTS AND THE RIGHTISTS





Stalin joined Zinoviev and Kamanev against Trotsky – who was dismissed as Commissar for War in 1924.  ‘Communism in one country’ became Party policy in 1925.


Trotsky was isolated – and thrown out of the Communist Party in 1927.


New members were elected to the Politburo, loyal to Stalin.  At this time Stalin supported NEP and gradual reform of the economy – the ‘leftist’ Zinoviev and Kamenev were dismissed from the Politburo in 1926 because they believed in fast economic modernisation (one of Trotsky’s main ideas).  They joined Trotsky to protest against Stalin and were exiled in 1928.


Trotsky was also exiled to Siberia in 1928, and forced to leave the USSR in 1929.


But in 1928 Stalin adopted fast modernisation instead of NEP.  This swing to the left meant he could now remove the leading figures on the ‘right’ of the party, such as Bukharin and Rykov who supported NEP, and could have been a threat to his position.


By 1930 he was in Complete control as leader of the Party and the USSR.





TROTSKY AND STALIN HAD A WAR OF IDEAS





Leon Trotsky wanted Revolution to spread to other countries – he called for the USSR to work for a world revolution.


Joseph Stalin and most of the Party wanted a period of peace and rebuilding in the USSR – ‘Communism in one country’








 


3. HOW STALIN MADE HIMSELF ALL POWERFUL





Stalin controlled the Party – he appointed people loyal to him to senior Party positions.


This meant Stalin’s rivals had no support in the Party, and he suppressed Lenin’s testament.


Only Party members could hold government positions and they were chosen by Party voting.


By the late 1920’s Stalin had enough Party support to have his rivals voted out of power and eventually thrown out of the Party altogether.











