Monmouth Comprehensive School
                                    
National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title: 

Lesson 7  Did life improve for the Russian people after 1905?
Aims and objectives:
Pupils develop an understanding of the changes made by the Tsar and Stolypin after 1905 to determine whether the Tsar lived up to his promises or not.
Historical skills:   


Evaluation and Empathy
Key skills:



Literacy/ Communication

Resources:



PowerPoint Presentations, Word Table and Publisher Template
ISM:




1 Painting from 1906 (David King Collection, London)
Activity 1:
Recap of the October Manifesto. Use the Pyramid of Russian Society to ask what each section of society could expect to gain from the October Manifesto – there might be stability, greater rights freedom of speech, political freedom, a say in how the country is run, better working and living conditions, the right to own your land, etc.
Activity 2:
Presentation on the aftermath of the October Manifesto. Pupils must decide with each decision of the Tsar whether or not he was improving life in Russia and who was affected

Pupils can use different colours to differentiate between positive and negative changes and use the dominating colour to write up their evaluation. This will help them when analysing the big picture. This can be done in word or in their exercise books depending on computer availability.

	Topic
	Illustrations  representing the changes
	Things that get better
	Things that get worse
	Evaluation/ does the Tsar keep his promise?

	Law  and Order
	
	
	
	

	The Dumas (increased democracy)
	
	
	
	

	The countryside
	
	
	
	

	The Cities
	
	
	
	


Activity 3: 
pupils produce newspaper reports on the state of Russia either pro-Tsar or anti-Tsar before coming to a judgement on whether life had improved or not. (This could be done in a suite of computers as a class exercise with the template provided)

Plenary:
Giant PowerPoint scales. The teacher asks pupils to vote on 1 topic at a time - whether life improved or not. After a vote and one student’s explanation the item can be written onto the slide using an interactive whiteboard pen or the pen option within PowerPoint. This will help students visualise the analysis.

