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Lesson number and title:  

Lesson 8. Was Rasputin one of the most evil men in History
Aims and objectives: 
To discover whether or not Rasputin was one of the most evil men in history?

Historical skills: 


Interpretations 

Key skills: 



Communication ICT 

Resources:  
Word Document “Sources on Rasputin” and a PowerPoint presentation on Rasputin. There are many wonderful sources on Rasputin (e.g. Boney M’s song “Ra Ra Rasputin”) or (Channel 5 made a documentary “Rasputin: the most evil man in history”)

ISM: 
The PowerPoint encourages students to look for reasons why Rasputin would be called one the most evil men in history. They will obviously say that he must have committed a terrible crime to warrant being called this?
Activity 1: 
Show the second slide. It shows a pair of eyes to represent Rasputin’s hypnotic ability and blood to show haemophilia and a cross to show that he was Holy. Again, initially they will be trying to guess his crimes. The third slide shows his relationship with the Tsar and the Tsarina. Ask students to think of ways in which this could cause problems.
Activity 2:
Explain that Rasputin was a holy man. Are they shocked by the fact that a Holy man could be considered one of history’s most evil men?  Explain that they will be looking at a series of sources (word doc) that contain information to corroborate and refute the ‘evil’ interpretation. In groups they should organise the information into two columns -evidence to show that Rasputin was evil and evidence to show that he was not.

Acitvity3:
In groups the students can come to the front and annotate the weighing scales slide. This slide can be placed on an interactive white board using software to enable the students to write their answers.
Activity 4: 
Students then use textbook sources / their own internet research to produce their documentary on Rasputin. They should be guided as to what the vital ingredients of a good documentary are, i.e. they need to have a central argument and have to consider the two interpretations of Rasputin and make a judgement. People from the time could be asked to give their opinions on Rasputin and interviewed on Camera, for example the Tsar, Tsarina and Alexei. Students could dress up as Russian people. The camera can be connected to the interactive white board and the best documentaries can be shown to the class. Students could also peer assess, if time permits, using the template from lesson 7.
Plenary: 
Pictionary: Pupils come to the front of the class and are given an aspect of Rasputin’s character which they then have to draw for the class to guess.

