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National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title:  

Lesson 4: Russia’s Political System

Aims and objectives: 
What alternatives were there to autocracy?   To learn definitions of political and economic systems to aid students discussion upon Russia.

Historical skills: 


Political Understanding  

Key skills: 



Problem-Solving and Citizenship
Resources: 



Political system Cards, Word document: “Definitions Bingo”

ISM: 
Picture of House of Commons and picture of the Kremlin.  Student will be encouraged to consider what these two buildings have in common. Picture of the queen and Tsar Nicholas II what are the similarities between these two monarchs? How do their powers differ? The teacher should explain that there are different ways of organising a country and the purpose of the lesson is to discover the variety of ways in which this can be done.

Recap how suitable Nicholas II was to rule. What sort of system would help Tsar Nicholas be an effective ruler? What sort of system do you think he would be least effective in? 
Activity 1:
In groups, students have to produce a PowerPoint presentation to convince the other groups that a specific system of government is better than others using the data card provided.  (see publisher file) students should include an example of this system. For Utopian society see Star Trek and Star Wars as an example of very aggressive military dictatorship.
Activity 2:

Students to present their PowerPoint presentations to the remainder of the group.  They should record the definitions in their glossaries or under subheadings.

Plenary: 
Consolidation exercise: Definition Bingo! The students are given bingo cards (see Word document “Definitions Bingo”, or students can make their own) with the different words associated with different types of government on.  Various definitions of words are read out, and the students have to cross off the word that matches to the definition being read out.  When all the words are crossed out, the student shouts “Bingo!”  

Homework: 



learn definitions

Warning:
this lesson is likely to take longer than 1 hour: you may have to watch time-keeping carefully !  

Alternative consolidation exercise: 
Consolidation exercise would be to play short clips of films / show images of different types of government which the students would then have to match to the types of government (e.g. Montgomery Burns in a Simpsons clip – autocratic / capitalist, ANTZ – communist Star Wars and Star Trek).


